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	REMOVED FROM SERVICE:
	


            Purpose
Since proficiency tests are no longer required by the CAP Laboratory Accreditation Program for waived whole blood glucose using glucose meters, laboratories are required to perform alternative performance assessment through the Quality Cross Check-Whole Blood Glucose Program (WBGQ).  This satisfies the VA requirement. (VHA handbook 1106.1)
Sample
WBGQ CAP specimens:  Three whole blood specimens-- two shipments per year.  The Ancillary Testing coordinator will send an e-mail to the nurse managers to let them know the survey has arrived and will begin circulating on the floors.  One operator should not test all 3 samples.  CBOC specimens will be sent directly to each CBOC.
Equipment

ACCU-CHEK Inform II meters 

Accu-Chek Inform II test strips (cat. no. 05942861001)
Accu-Chek Inform II controls (cat. no. 05213509001)

QC
Two levels are to be performed once every 24 hours.  See AT 1 Inform II Quality Control.
Procedure
	STEP
	ACTION    

	1.
	To record a proficiency test in the Accu-Chek Inform System:

Press the power ON button.

Scan or enter your operator ID, then press the forward arrow button. 

	2.
	Press the forward arrow button to display the Main Menu 2 screen

	3.
	Select Proficiency. 

	4.
	Enter the sample ID and press the forward arrow button. 

	5.
	Scan the strip lot barcode

	6.
	Note CAP detailed testing instructions and Biohazard warnings included with samples. Proper Mixing of samples is important as directed:
– hold vial horizontally between the palms of the hands and roll the vial back and forth 20-30 seconds.  Continue to mix by inverting the specimens until the red cells are completely re-suspended and each specimen is homogeneous.  Then gently invert 8-10 times immediately before sampling
No dried material should be present on the tip of the vial.  Wipe the tip as necessary.

	7.
	Perform the proficiency test. 

	8.
	Enter comment(s).

	9.
	Press the forward arrow button to return to the Main Menu 2 screen to run the next sample. Or, press the power OFF button to turn the Accu-Chek Inform System off

	10.
	Remove the strip and discard it according to the facility infection control policy. 

	11.
	Each operator is responsible for recording their results on the test result form and signing the last page.

	12.
	Return to Ancillary Testing Coordinator after testing has been completed and recorded by all testing sites.


Result Reporting

Results are submitted to CAP by the Ancillary Testing Coordinator for evaluation. CAP returns a report to the facility for review and/or corrective action if needed. 
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