VETERANS ADMINISTRATION MARYLAND HEALTH CARE SYSTEM
BALTIMORE DIVISION
10 NORTH GREENE STREET

BALTIMORE, MD 21201 GENO00021.2

PATHOLOGY & LABORATORY MEDICINE SERVICE

Hazardous Waste Version 2
General Procedure # GEN00021

Policy:

The Pathology and Laboratory Medicine Service strives to ensure proper disposal of
hazardous waste to comply with Federal, State and Local disposal requirements.

Purpose:

To ensure that all hazardous wastes are properly and safely managed from its generation
through handling, storage, and preparation for transportation. This policy covers the
responsibilities of both the individuals generating the waste (i.e. laboratory personnel)
and the Green Environmental Management System (GEMS). The GEMS Coordinator will
serve as the hazardous waste coordinator and will provide information and guidance to
the laboratory.

Hazardous Waste: Chemicals no longer "in use" or effluents from a process that are
either ignitable, or corrosive, or reactive, or toxic.

Procedure;

1. GEMS coordinator will review the manner in which hazardous materials are used,
stored, and provide designated disposal areas and containers.

2. Hazardous waste collection containers:
GEMS coordinator provides waste collection containers. Waste collection
container material must be compatible with the chemicals to be collected and
appropriately size waste containers.

3. All chemical waste containers must be:
* Properly labeled with full information and securely attached, i.e. “Hazardous
Waste".
* Closed and sealed except when adding contents
* Liquids must be stored in secondary containment bins/trays
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4. The Laboratory Director will ensure that all employees are properly trained, that a
bi-annual chemical inventory is conducted for their departments, and thatSafety

Data Sheets (SDS) are available for all chemicals listed on the local inventory
(see Attachment A).

Waste Minimization:

The laboratory will reduce its hazardous and chemical waste by the following methods:

1. The laboratory will order chemicals conservatively and practice acquisition
constraints.

2. When acquiring new equipment, the laboratory will try to ensure process changes
by getting equipment that requires smaller volumes.

3. The laboratory will redistribute or relocate any unwanted chemicals to labs that can
use them.

Attachments:

A. Chemical Inventory Spreadsheet

References:

1. Hazardous Materials and Wastes Management Plan- VAMHCS POLICY
MEMORANDUM 512-001/OPS-S-004, August 2017

2. College of American Pathologists- Laboratory General Checklist, August 2016
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