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QUALITY CONTROL – BACTERIOLOGY


	SAFETY MESSAGE    
	All blood and body fluid specimens should be considered
potentially infectious and should be handled with 
Universal Precautions.  

	

	PURPOSE
	An effective quality control program is necessary to ensure the proper operation of the Bacteriology Department.  Routine preventive maintenance must be performed regularly and records kept in the bacteriology quality control and maintenance book.  Daily maintenance and Quality Control is coordinated and reviewed by the department supervisor at least monthly.   Specific maintenance responsibilities are assigned to the hospital engineering department.




	MEDIA AND SUPPLIES


	· Media Quality Check
· Gram Stain Reagent Replacement

· India Ink Controls
· Gram Stain Smear Control

· Occult Blood/Gastroccult Controls
· BD GasPak™EZ CO2 Gas Generating Pouch System
· Rapid Flu/RSV Controls
· C.Diff Controls


	POLICY
	Follow the steps in the Bacti Q.C. & PM Book

	
	Step
	Action

	
	1
	Check quality and expiration dates on all media and supplies.

	
	2
	Baker Biological Hood and Kewaunee Chemical Hood should be checked daily for proper functioning and daily maintenance performed.

	
	3
	Perform daily maintenance on Wescor Gram Stainer.

	
	4
	Check manual Gram Stain reagents. Replace as needed.

	
	5
	Perform Gram Stain Control on Wescor Aerospray daily and parallel test for each new batch(lots) of stains used.

	
	6
	Perform Gram Stain Control by manual method daily if used and parallel test for each new batch(lots) of stains used.

	
	7
	Using  Perform India Ink Controls daily with each India Ink test  performed.

	
	8
	Perform Occult Blood Control daily.

	
	9
	Perform Gastroccult Control daily each day of use.

	
	10
	Perform Rapid Flu Control daily each day of use.

	
	11
	Perform Rapid RSV Control daily each day of use.

	
	12
	Perform C.Diff Control daily each day of use

	
	13
	Centrifuge, Digital Tally Counter, Cytospin, Ames Slide Stainer, Bacteriology Microscope, Mini Hot Plate and Safety Checklist should be checked daily and PM checks recorded in the maintenance book.



	
	14
	Media Supplies and Solutions are to be ordered as needed.

	
	15
	Report any discrepancies to supervisor.




	REFERENCE
	Laboratory Policy
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