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BECKMAN COULTER AU680 QUALITY CONTROL
	
	

	Purpose 
	The purpose of quality control is to ensure accuracy and reliability of results and to detect errors.
____________________________________________________________

	Scope
Policy


	To monitor the performance of the Beckman Coulter AU680 chemistry analyzer quality controls should be run on a regular basis.
____________________________________________________________
Quality controls must be run every shift. When quality control tolerance limits are exceeded, corrective action must be performed and recorded. Quality control samples must be run after any scheduled or unscheduled preventive maintenance or repair to verify acceptability.
The scheduled Quality Control testing is as follows:

Day Shift – 06:30 AM

Evening Shift – 3:30 PM

Night Shift – 11:30 PM

·      QC results must be within acceptable range prior to patient testing

·      CLS must review Levy-Jennings for any notable shift or trend

·      If applicable, all corrective action must be documented

·      Area Laboratory Manager must assess and document QC data review on at least monthly basis

·      Refer to LGM 2022 Quality Control Policy for detail.

	
	


	Materials and supplies


	· Bio-Rad Liquicheck Unassayed Chemistry Control (Human) Levels 1 & 2
· Bio-Rad Liquicheck Urine Chemistry Control Levels 1 & 2
· Bio-Rad Liquicheck Spinal Fluid Control Levels 1 & 2
· Bio-Rad Liquicheck Ethanol/Ammonia Control Levels 1 & 2
· Bio-Rad Liquicheck Immunoassay Plus Control Levels 1 & 3
· Bio-Rad Liquicheck Pediatric (Hi Bilirubin) Level 2
· Bio-Rad Liquicheck Cardiac Marker Plus Control Level 1 & 2
· Sample cups
· Transfer pipettes
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	Safety or Special Safety Precautions 
	All laboratory employees are expected to maintain a safe working environment and an injury-free workplace.  Laboratory employees are responsible for their own safety and the safety of others and adhering to all departmental and medical center safety policies and procedures.

· For standard precautions and safety practices in the laboratory;  see LGM 8000, specifically, but not limited to, equipment safety, proper body mechanics, sharps exposure and proper use of personal protective equipment (PPE).

· For Universal Body Substance precautions, see LGM 8005, specifically, but not limited to, exposure to body fluids.

· For proper hand washing, see LGM 8010, specifically, not limited to, proper hand washing.

· For proper infection control, see LGM 8004, specifically, but not limited to, proper use of gloves.

· For proper handling of regular and infectious waste, see LGM 8006, specifically, but not limited to, proper disposal of regular and biohazardous waste.

· For proper cleaning of work area, see LGM 8007 – Cleaning Work Areas.

· For proper handling of chemicals and reagents, see the Chemical Hygiene Plan.

· For proper storage and disposal of chemical hazardous waste, see LGM 8012.

. 
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Procedure           Performing Quality Controls for Selected Tests
	Step
	Action

	1
	Select Home

	2
	Select Rack Requisition Sample jump button

	3
	Select QC  button

	4
	To manually requisition QC, Select Start Entry F1

	5
	Select test(s) to requisition (blue highlight) or deselect test(s) to remove (no blue highlight)

	6
	Optional: Select Individual Requisition F3 to requisition QC for a specific bottle.

	7
	Select sample type from the “Type” down list to requisition controls for other sample types

	8
	Select Entry F1 to save requisition

	9
	Select Display QC Set F6 to view the controls and racks required.

Note: Scroll down to view all required controls. The analyzer will request QC for all levels for the selected test(s) for each sample type. If you do not need to run QC for a specific level, leave the position empty on the rack.

	10
	Load the controls according to the list in the correct racks and place the racks on the rack supply unit or if analyzer is hooked to a Direct Tract Sampling, load QC samples on the STAT table with the barcode facing out.
Note: The analyzer will generate a “QC INCOMPLETE” alarm if it does not see all levels of QC displayed on the list; no action is required if you did not need to process all levels.

	11
	After loading samples on the rack supply unit, select Start from the main button bar

	12
	Review errors on the Error List in the Start Window and perform any corrective actions, if necessary. Document in the QC action log.

	13
	If samples loaded on the STAT table, Select STAT Start F1

	14
	Review errors on the Error List in the STAT Start Window and perform any corrective actions, if necessary.

	15
	Select Start from the STAT Start Window
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Controlled              

Documents               The controlled documents are as follows:

	Document No.
	Name of Documents

	LGM 8000
	Safety Practices

	LGM 8004
	Infection Control

	LGM 8005
	Universal Body Substance Precaution

	LGM 8006
	Handling of Regular and Infectious Waste

	LGM 8007
	Cleaning Work Areas

	LGM 8010
	Hand-washing Policy

	LGM 8012
	Storage and Disposal of Chemical Hazardous Waste

	LGM 2022
	Quality Control Policy


                        ___________________________________________________________
Non-
Controlled 

Documents                The non-controlled documents are as follows:

	Document No.
	Document Name

	
	AU680 User’s Guide
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Author               Aida R. Legaspi, CLS
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Reviewed and approved by:

	SIGNATURE
	DATE

	
	

	Aida Legaspi, CLS

Area Laboratory Manager – Los Angeles Medical Center
	

	
	

	Julie Toti, CLS, MS

Laboratory Director – Los Angeles Medical Center
	

	
	

	Joseph Thompson, M.D.

Director, Clinical Laboratory – Los Angeles Medical Center
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