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	PREPARING A SLIDE USING MINIPREP SLIDEMAKER DEVICE



	Workplace Safety 


	All laboratory employees are expected to maintain a safe working environment and an injury-free workplace. Laboratory employees are responsible for their own safety, the safety of others and adhering to all departmental and medical center safety policies and procedures. 

· For standard precautions and safety practices in the laboratory; see LGM 8000, specifically, but not limited to, equipment safety, proper body mechanics, sharps exposure and proper use of personal protective equipment (PPE). 

· For Universal Body Substance precautions, see LGM 8005, specifically, but not limited to, exposure to body fluids. 

· For proper hand-washing, see LGM 8010, specifically, but not limited to, proper hand-washing. 

· For proper infection control, see LGM 8004, specifically, but not limited to, proper use of gloves. 

· For proper handling of regular and infectious waste, see LGM 8006, specifically, but not limited to proper disposal of regular and bio-hazardous waste. 

For proper cleaning of work area, see LGM 8007 - Cleaning Work Areas. For proper handling of chemicals and reagents, see the Chemical Hygiene Plan


	Policy
	Miniprep Slidemaker is used to make blood smears for a slide review or a manual differential


	Principles of Operation
	During the patented cycle of Miniprep Slidemaker, glass spreader blades are brought mechanically into contact with the drop of blood; the instrument pauses to allow the blood to wet the glass blades, distributing the blood evenly the patented glass edge. Then the spreaders pull the blood gently along the slide at a predetermined angle and pre-selected speed. Speed control is achieved by use of a user controlled dampener which efficiently spreads the blood in the standard wedge configuration of thick to thin, providing a perfect working area for microscopy viewing. The smear/speed control knob is located at the top of the instrument for convenience.


Continued on next page

	Preparing slide
	Follow the steps below to prepare a slide for using Miniprep Slidemaker.


	STEPS
	ACTION

	1
	[image: image1.emf]
Place slides on platen, both right and left side. Make sure there is always a slide in place in both trays, even if not being used for a smear.

	2
	[image: image2.emf]
Place blood drops on slides at target locations. Size of drop should be approximately pencil diameter (4 to 7mm).

	3
	[image: image3.emf]
Press down front lever with gentle force, only until the spreaders come in contact with the blood sample. PAUSE- don’t jerk.


	
	


Continued on next page

	STEPS
	ACTION

	4
	[image: image4.emf]
After the timed pause (approx.. 2-3 seconds) to let the blood spread laterally and wet the glasss blades, the spreaders then pull the blood gently along the slide. Remove slides, prepare for staining and review.

	5
	Use the Zebra barcode/QRcode generator sticker  by scanning the accession number from the tube to label the slide. Double check if the accession number produced is the same with the tube.  Write down the name of the patient on top of the sticker.

	6
	[image: image5.emf]
To Clean spreaders rotate backward to rest position and wipe the tissue dampened with water. Make sure spreaders are dry before using.


	Quality of Blood Smears
	Refer to LHM260 Preparing a slide for slide review or manual differential for quality of blood smears.


	Operation Precaution
	· When using frosted slides, make sure frosted portion is facing front, otherwise, spreaders will become nicked if they come into contact with frosting.
· In case blood is inadvertently spilled into the mechanism, a swab should be used to clean the parts. A mild soap solution is recommended. However, immersion is not recommended. 

	
	· Make sure that spreaders be cleaned after each use. This is necessary to prevent carry-over from slide to slide.


	Parts of Miniprep Slidemaker
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	Calibration
	[image: image7.emf]
· This control is located at the top of the unit. To adjust it is necessary to move the sweep arm assembly slightly forward.

· The control knob adjusts the rate of air escapement from the dampener, which controls the speed at which the spreader glass retracts. 

· By turning the knob clockwise, a slower rate of return produces smears that are generally thinner: counterclockwise adjustment produces faster speeds, which allow for thicker smears.

· The adjustment of the control knob should be a maximum of a full turn clockwise or counterclockwise from the median position.


	Maintenance
	Glass Blades Replacement
1. Flip the spreader back over to cleaning position.

2. Remove old glass and clean glass area with alcohol using a swab

3. Peel off double-sided tape cover paper from new glass blade.

4. Insert new glass blade into position on spreader, ensuring it is aligned properly. Glass should be straight and adhere to spreader surface.

Spreader Replacement

1. Remove old spreader by sliding it off sweep bar.

2. Slide new spreader and “O” ring onto sweep bar centered to target hole.

See Image A2 for parts information for Glass Blades and Spreaders
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Image A2
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