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FLUID QUALITY CONTROL PROCEDURE 

	Purpose
	The purpose of this procedure is to provide instructions for performing fluid quality control.


	Workplace safety
	All laboratory employees are expected to maintain a safe working environment and an injury-free workplace. Laboratory employees are responsible for their own safety, the safety of others and adhering to all departmental and medical center safety policies and procedures.

· For standard precautions and safety practices in the laboratory; see LGM 8000, specifically, but not limited to, equipment safety, proper body mechanics, sharps exposure and proper use of personal protective equipment (PPE).

· For Universal Body Substance precautions, see LGM 8005, specifically, but not limited to, exposure to body fluids.

· For proper hand washing, see LGM 8010, specifically, but not limited to, proper hand washing. 

· For proper infection control, see LGM 8004, specifically, but not limited to, proper use of gloves.

· For proper handling of regular and infectious waste, see LGM 8006, specifically, but not limited to proper disposal of regular and bio-hazardous waste.

· For proper cleaning of work area, see LGM 8007 - Cleaning Work Areas.

· For proper handling of chemicals and reagents, see the Chemical Hygiene Plan.

       For proper storage and disposal of chemical hazardous waste, see LGM 8012.



Continued on next page

FLUID QUALITY CONTROL PROCEDURE 

	Procedure
	Two levels of Streck Cell Chex Body fluid quality control are run every 24 hour period additionally at least one level of quality control is run in each shift a fluid count is performed.  See the steps below to perform the fluid quality control.


	Step
	Action

	1
	Remove controls from the refrigerator and allow them to come to room temperature for about 15 minutes.

	2
	Verify that the lot number matches the log sheet and expiration date is in date.

	3
	Mix the controls well by inverting the bottles several times and squeezing the bulb in the cap and aspirating and expelling the control through the glass dropper attached to the cap at least ten times. 

	4
	Treat control same way as patient is treated.  Charge both sides of the hemacytometer for normal control.  Place hemacytometer into a petri dish with a damp filter paper for 5 minutes to allow the cells to settle.

	5
	Count all nine squares on both sides.  Average the counts after verifying that they agree within 25%.  If they do not agree repeat count.

	6
	Calculate the control count using the formula below

Total cells/ (l =      Total Average Count x 10 cells/(l x dilution factor


                                           # of square mm counted



	7
	Repeat steps 4 through 6 for the abnormal control.

	8
	Record the counts in the quality control log after verifying that the controls are within acceptable limits. If the quality control results are not within acceptable limits repeat controls.  If repeat is OK record results in the logbook, if not refer problem to the supervisor for resolution.  Do not report patients until quality control is acceptable.

Note: At least one level of quality control must be run in each shift where there is fluid testing


	Non-controlled documents
	Streck Cell Chex body fluid control, package insert
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	Controlled documents
	See list below


	#
	

	LGM8000
	Standard precautions and safety practices in the laboratory

	LGM8005
	Universal Body Substance precautions

	LGM8010
	Proper hand-washing

	LGM8006
	Infection control

	LGM8007
	Cleaning Work Areas

	LGM8012
	Proper storage and disposal of chemical hazardous waste

	LIMM 214
	Resulting  Patients in the laboratory Information System

	LHM204
	Body fluid analysis


	Author
	Maaret Toprakci, CLS, MT(ASCP), MS
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