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IRIS ALIFAX TEST 1 ESR ANALYZER

SAMPLE PROCESSING
	Purpose


	The Irs Alifax Test 1 Analyzer  is a fully automated analyzer for the determination of the Erythrocyte Sedimentation Rate (ESR) in human blood by Photometrical Capillary stopped flow kinetic analysis.  


	Policy


	The Quality Control must be performed and accepted before proceeding with any patient sample analysis.  A corrective action must be performed and documented in the Corrective Action Log for any QC results outside the acceptable limits.
	


	Workplace Safety


	All laboratory employees are expected to maintain a safe working environment Safety and an injury-free workplace.  Laboratory employees are responsible for their own safety, and the safety of others and adhering to all departmental and medical center safety policies and procedures.

•   For standard precautions and safety practices in the laboratory;  see LGM

8000, specifically, but not limited to, equipment safety, proper body mechanics, sharps exposure and proper use of personal protective equipment (PPE).

•   For Universal Body Substance precautions, see LGM 8005, specifically, but not limited to, exposure to body fluids.

•   For proper hand-washing, see LGM 8010, specifically, not limited to, proper hand-washing.

•   For proper infection control, see LGM 8004, specifically, but not limited to, proper use of gloves.

•   For proper handling of regular and infectious waste, see LGM 8006, specifically, but not limited to, proper disposal of regular and biohazardous waste.

•   For proper cleaning of work area, see LGM 8007 – Cleaning Work Areas.

•   For proper handling of chemicals and reagents, see the Chemical Hygiene Plan.

•   For proper storage and disposal of chemical hazardous waste, see LGM 8012.All laboratory employees are expected to maintain a safe working environment and an injury-free workplace.  Laboratory employees are responsible for their own safety, the safety of others and adhering to all departmental and medical center safety policies and procedures.
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	SAMPLE
REQUIREMENT
	· Whole Blood collected in EDTA anti-coagulant.
· Blood sample must neither be coagulated nor hemolyzed.

· Recommended to test samples within 4-6 hours from venipuncture or within 24 hours if kept at +4/+8 C, provided it is re-warmed to room temperature before testing.

· Working volume is 175 micro-liters (average). Except for the first two (2) samples for which further 116 (+/-10%)  micro-liters are needed for priming.  In case there is only one sample to run 232 (+/-10%) mirco-liters is needed.

· Minimum blood volume (dead volume) is 1 ml.
· Test tubes must remain capped (uncapping and recapping of test tubes may affect instrument’s performance.






______________________________________________________________________________________
	STEP
	ACTION

	1.
	Press KEY 1  (Rack Insertion) and wait until “Insert Rack” message is displayed.

	2.
	Open the front door.

	3.
	Press the guide until it is unhooked.

	4.
	Pull the guide until it is extracted completely.

	5.
	Insert the cassette in the guide and make sure that barcode labels are turned to the right to be read by IBCR.

	6.
	Slide the guide inside the instrument.

	7.
	Push it up until the guide is hoked.

	8.
	Close the sliding door.


RUNNING

Before inserting rack in the instrument, be careful to check that all tubes 
SAMPLE
have their barcode label turned to the right side of the rack.  The internal barcode reader (IBCR) therefore will not read the label.  The rack can be inserted into the Test 1 even if loaded with only one sample tube.
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	9.
	Message is displayed “other rack, or START to measure”.

If other racks have to be inserted in the same analytical cycle, repeat step 1-8.  On the contrary, by pressing START , the analytical cycle starts.

	10
	When analytical cycle starts, a “Mixing” message is displayed. During which, instrument withdraw a blood aliquot from the first and second test tube (position 1 & 2.  If loading only one specimen, both aliquots will come from the same tube).  The aliquot will be moved back and forth into the capillary a few times to remove any residual particle of water and thus is called “Priming”

	11. 
	After Priming, instrument will proceed with the analysis and the result of the current analyzed specimen will be printed out.  

Note: Results for all specimens will have a format of 20 seconds intervals.

	12.
	At the end of analysis cycle, the message is displayed: “REP. to reprint, ENTER to continue”
Press REP to reprint all results of the last cycle or press ENTER to end the cycle and Main Menu appears on the display


NOTE: If the label is unreadable or not properly oriented, the Test 1 will assign automatically an identification number which represents the cycle number, the serial number of Test 1, the rack number (1-4) and the position of the tube in the rack.


______________________________________________________________________
RACK
EXTRACTION 
At the end of the analysis cycle, instrument activates the rack extraction automatically or can be executed manually by the following steps:
	STEP
	ACTION

	1.
	Press KEY 3 (Rack Removal)

	2.
	Displays message “Wait Positioning” and will be followed by “Extract Rack”

	3.
	Open the front door and extract the rack

	4.
	Close the sliding door.

	5.
	Repeat this procedure until the last rack is extracted.
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	Controlled Documents


	The table below lists the controlled documents

Document Number

Document Name

LGM 8000

Safety Practices

LGM 8004

Infection Control

LGM 8005

Universal Body Substance Precaution

LGM 8006

Handling of Regular and Infectious Waste

LGM 8007

Cleaning Work Areas

LGM 8010

Hand-washing Policy

LGM 8012

Storage and Disposal of Chemical Hazardous Waste

LGM 2022

Quality Control Policy

LHM 299.20

Iris Alifax Test 1 Analyzer, Quality Control







____________________________________________
	Uncontrolled Documents
	The table below lists the uncontrolled documents

Document Number

Document Name

Iris Alifax Test 1 Analyzer Operator’s Manual






__________________________________________________________
	Author
	Marianne Muyrong, CLS
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Reviewed and approved by:

	SIGNATURE
	DATE

	
	

	Julie Toti, CLS, MS

Manager, Clinical Laboratory – Los Angeles Medical Center
	

	
	

	Joseph C. Thompson, M.D.

Director, Clinical Laboratory – Los Angeles Medical Center
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