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USE OF BD VACUTAINER URINE TUBES FOR URINE TESTING – MOB LABS
	Purpose 
	The purpose of this procedure is to provide transfer and labeling instructions for BD vacutainer Urine tubes for urine testing in the Outlying and Medical Office Building Laboratories.


	Policy 
	· The acceptable minimum volume is 7ml.

· If urine received is less than 7 ml and has tests other than urine analysis:

Shared specimen to LAMC

Shared specimen to SWL

If shared with drug screen test – send urine specimen in urine cup as – SHARED Specimen. All labels should be included.
If shared specimen with C&S, chlamydia, etc, transfer specimen into required container, accordingly.  




	Workplace safety
	All laboratory employees are expected to maintain a safe working environment and an injury-free workplace. Laboratory employees are responsible for their own safety, the safety of others and adhering to all departmental and medical center safety policies and procedures.

· For standard precautions and safety practices in the laboratory; see LAMC-PPP-0123, specifically, but not limited to, equipment safety, proper body mechanics, sharps exposure and proper use of personal protective equipment (PPE).

· For Universal Body Substance precautions, see LAMC-PPP-0128, specifically, but not limited to, exposure to body fluids.

· For proper hand washing, see LAMC-PPP-0132, specifically, but not limited to, proper hand washing. 

· For proper infection control, see LAMC-PPP-0127, specifically, but not limited to, proper use of gloves.

· For proper handling of regular and infectious waste, see LAMC-PPP-0129, specifically, but not limited to proper disposal of regular and biohazardous waste.

· For proper cleaning of work area, see LAMC-PPP-0130 - Cleaning Work Areas.

· For proper handling of chemicals and reagents, see the Chemical Hygiene Plan.

       For proper storage and disposal of chemical hazardous waste.
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USE OF BD VACUTAINER URINE TUBES FOR URINE TESTING – MOB LABS

	Procedure
	Transfer all urine samples intended for urine analysis into BD vacutainer tube. Follow the steps outlined in the table below.


	Step
	Action

	1
	Accession specimens, accordingly.

	2
	Transfer specimens within 1-2 hours of collection.  If transfer cannot be done within1-2 hours of collection refrigerate specimen to avoid bacterial growth.  
Note:  If specimen has less than 7ml, send specimen in urine cup instead. 

	3
	Label urine tube with accession number Make sure that label is placed straight and that level of urine can be seen.

	4
	Open urine container, and submerge transfer straw aseptically into urine specimen.  You may tilt the container at an angle if urine volume is limited.

	5
	Place BD urine tube into the holder with the stopper down. Push the tube down over the puncture point to pierce the stopper. 

Note: If specimen is shared with C&S order, C&S has to be done first before this procedure. 

	 6
	Hold in position until urine stops flowing into the tube.           
 (Minimum fill – 7 ml / Maximum fill- 8 ml)

	7
	Remove the tube from the transfer device, and shake vigorously to ensure complete dissolution of the preservative.

	8
	Dispose the transfer straws into the sharps container.
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	Non controlled documents
	BD Vacutainer Product Information pamphlet, 2003


	Controlled documents
	See list below


	#
	

	LAMC-PPP-0123
	Standard precautions and safety practices in the laboratory

	LAMC-PPP-0128
	Universal Body Substance precautions

	LAMC-PPP-0132
	Proper hand-washing

	LAMC-PPP-0127
	Infection control

	LAMC-PPP-0130
	Cleaning Work Areas

	LAMC-PPP-0134
	Proper storage and disposal of chemical hazardous waste
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