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1. Culture results

2. Blood products and blood administered 

3. Premortem samples

Lab wil l  be contacted…
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• To determine suitability, SightLife will look at Cultures Results
• Mainly Blood Cultures to rule out Infection

We will reach out to the lab if…. 
• The RN on the unit could not locate the lab results
• If the culture was taken recently and we need a preliminary 

result after 24 hour mark or 48 hour mark
o SightLife will usually follow up at 48 hours to see if there is growth

Cu l tu re  Resu l t s1
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B lood  Produc ts2
• SightLife will need to run FDA Serology testing on the donor. 
• We need to ensure that the post mortem blood sample is not 

hemodiluted. 
We will reach out to the lab if…. 
• There were indications that the donor received blood or blood 

products 48 hours prior to death.  
We will need the lab to… 
• Provide SL with amount of fluids, blood and blood products 

given to the donor (I & O sheet) 
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P remor tem Blood  Sample  3
• If SightLife determines the donor is hemodiluted, we will 

need to run Serology tests on a pre-mortem blood sample 

We will reach out to the lab to…. 
• Locate a non-hemodiluted, recent, qualifying pre-mortem 

blood sample.
• Secure the sample until our technician can pick it up late that 

day. (Place it on hold for donation) 

• The samples will most likely be leftovers from lab draws for 
CBCs. 



8

E X A M P L E :  A c c e p t a b l e  P r e - m o r t e m  S a m p l e s  

Lavender
EDTA

Pink
EDTA

Red (Aka Tiger, aka Speckle)
Serum / No additive.

Gold
Serum / No additive.

Royal Blue
Serum/ No additive.

• 2mL of plasma/serum is 
required for testing.

• Draw time to test must be 
<5 days

• SightLife Coordinator will 
always provide details of 
what is necessary when we 
call! 



Procedures 
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Blood/Lab Samples Information/Records Access 
 

SightLife 
Provides 
• Request to the On-site lab (323-783-4961)  for 

o Premortem blood samples required for 
FDA-compliant serology testing 

• Faxes the On-site lab (323-783-8281) the following; 
o HIPPA exempt form 
o STAT sheet 
o Donor registration or family authorization  

 
Kaiser Foundation Hospitals 

Provides 
• All requested lab samples prepared for hand-off to 

SightLife technician when on-site.  

Kaiser Foundation Hospitals 
Provides 
• Premortem blood sample information such as available 

pre-mortem samples, sample amount and tube type 
o Example: 2 ml of a red top from 1500 on 

2/21/2017 
• Culture results (final and preliminary) printed from 

Regional Lab 
• Report of blood products administered printed from 

Blood Bank 
• All requested information to SightLife within 30 

minutes via fax (855-901-4467) or 
call (800-214-6356) 

 
 
 

 



Photo © 2011 Toni Cervantes

Hailay
Age: 33

Home Country: Ethiopia
Year of Corneal Transplant:

2011
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Photo courtesy of Cynthia Krieble

Cynthia Krieble
Age: 69

Home Country: USA
Date of Corneal Transplants:

9/26/2012 & 1/9/2013
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Photo © 2013 Toni Cervantes

Durga
Age: 14

Home Country: India
Year of Corneal Transplant:

2013
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Fred Lundahl
Age: USA 

Home Country: USA
Date of Corneal Transplant:

2015
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Ephrem
Age: 18

Home Country: Ethiopia
Year of Corneal Transplant:

2011
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Photo © 2015 Toni Cervantes 



Dil
Age: 89

Home Country: India
Year of Transplants:

2011 & 1996

15
Photo © 2015 Toni Cervantes 
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Role Play
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Questions? 
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Thank you for 
your support in 
donation.
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