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BONE MARROW BIOPSY AND BOUIN’S SOLUTION
	POLICY
	

Bone marrow biopsies are routinely processed by the Pathology Department. In the event of a biopsy being performed after Pathology closes during the week or on the weekends, the tissue must be processed correctly in order to preserve the integrity of the specimen.



	SAFETY
	Laboratory employees are expected to maintain a safe working environment and an injury-free workplace. Laboratory employees are responsible for their own safety, the safety of others and adhering to all departmental and medical center safety policies and procedures. Refer to Policy and Procedures Safety Manual Infection Control 11-085-01.




	REAGENTS
	Bouin’s Solution (in acid cabinet in Pathology Dept)
10% Formalin (in flammable cabinet in Pathology Dept)

Bone Marrow Transport Media (kept in Chemistry freezer)

For safety, handling of Formalin or Bouin's solution should be done in a negative pressure area or hood.

NOTE: The code to get in to Pathology department is 6160# once on the keypad or call Security at ext. 5511.





	PROCESS
	When the specimen is received in the laboratory, all paperwork must be clocked in upon receipt.


	Step
	Action

	1
	The time of the aspiration should be indicated on the container or paperwork. If the time is not present, call the floor and document the time. (This will be used to determine when the CLS needs to transfer the specimen from the Bouin’s solution.)

	2
	Take the specimens to the Hematology CLS immediately for processing. If CLS is not available, give to the Lead CLS.

	3
	If the biopsy core is received in formalin, place it in Bouin’s solution and note the time. 
NOTE: For safety, handling of Formalin or Bouin's solution should be done in a negative pressure area/hood. 



	4
	Bone marrow biopsy and clot in Bouin’s solution must be changed with 10% Formalin after 3 – 4 hours.

	5
	The Bouin’s solution can be carefully poured off into a temporary container labeled “waste” and replaced with an equal volume of 10% formalin.

	6
	If an EDTA specimen is received, and smears are not submitted with the specimen, 10-20 air-dried squash-prep smears of the spicules must be made and submitted to the Pathology Department. The slides should be placed in a large flat slide holder for storage and transport. (Folders are located by the FLOAT area or in the Pathology Department.)

	7
	Label the frosted end of the slides with the patient’s first and last name, KP# and the date in pencil.

	8
	A recent Wright-stained blood smear should also be placed in the slide holder with the bone marrow smears. Include the CBC report that corresponds to that smear.

	9
	Place all of the following in the Pathology table:
Bone marrow slides                    Blood smear

  CBC report                                 Temporary waste container

  Bone marrow biopsy in 10% Formalin 

  Bone marrow clot in 10% Formalin
NOTE: For safety, please make sure that ALL the lid containers are put on properly and tightly sealed. 


	10
	If there is a Chromosome Analysis order or other genetic tests on the bone marrow, send the bone marrow transport media to Cytogenetics Lab the same day via the next available Regional courier.  Accession for Chromosome Marrow, do specimen tracking and fax a “Stat Alert” to the Regional lab so the specimen will be routed to Cytogenetics lab in a timely manner.
NOTE: If you received a bone marrow aspirate sample in green top tube, this should go to Cytogenetics Lab only. 



	11
	Bone marrow aspirate samples in purple top (EDTA) tube should be sent to B&T Lab only for Flow Cytometry, whether there is an order or not.  

· Enter patient name and medical record number in the un-accessioned patient log.      

· Make a copy of the requisition and file in the front office reference box.   

· Send the specimen the same day via Regional courier and fax a “Stat Alert” to the Regional lab so the specimen will be routed to B&T Lab in a timely manner. 

· Place a green B&T sticker on a paper bag to send the specimen to B&T lab.  This box is available in Pathology.  

· If box is not available, send the specimen in a paper bag with the green B&T sticker.  
NOTE: If you ONLY received a bone marrow aspirate sample in the transport media and it was designated for flow cytometry, then this should go to B&T Lab only.



	12
	On the weekends:

1) Please send the samples ASAP so the Cytogenetic and B&T Lab can process the sample right away. The last courier comes in at 1630.

2) For questions or issues, call the on-call supervisor. If unavailable, you can contact:

Dr. Huebner-Chan:  Pager #  (714) 387-1988

                                 Cell #    (714) 955-2835
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