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All Body Fluids (i.e. pleural fluids, paracentesis fluids, ascities fluids, joint fluids) are to be delivered DIRECTLY to the laboratory for processing. They are not to be delivered via the pneumatic tube system.
The specimen will be processed as follows:
1)  Dispatcher will receive sample from transport personnel and ensure all accompanying transmittals are accurate and filled out completely including date and time of collection and the collector’s initials. 
2)  Dispatcher will ensure that all samples submitted are properly labeled in accordance with laboratory guidelines. 
3)  Dispatcher will accession all orders for specimen and print labels for tests ordered.
4)  If an EDTA tube and plain red top tube are not submitted with the specimen, lab assistant will prepare an aliquot of each tube under the Microbiology hood.  Lab assistant will affix the cell count label to the EDTA tube and the chemistry label to the red top tube. An additional cell count label should be printed for the CLS to put in the logbook.
5)  The plain red top tube will be centrifuged and delivered to the chemistry department. The remainder of the samples will be delivered to the body fluid testing area. If the primary bottle of fluid is submitted, it will also be taken to the body fluid testing area for visual examination by the CLS.
6)  When the CLS has completed the visual inspection of the primary bottle, they will take the fluid and the remaining labels to the processing area. The lab assistant will do a final check to ensure that all the ordered tests have been accessioned and processed.
7)  If Cytology is required, aliquot 10-20 cc in specimen cup, save the aliquot and send the rest to cytology.

LIMITATIONS TO THE PROCEDURE:

If the lab assistant is unsure if there is adequate volume of sample to prepare the necessary aliquots, they should consult with the testing CLS as to how to prepare the sample for in-house testing and send-out testing.

Reference:

Clinical Diagnosis and Management by Laboratory Methods, 1979 W. B. Saunders Co., pg. 638
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