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Policy

Prior to processing patient or control samples, there must be adequate reagents on the analyzer.  Reagents must be added if the amount on the analyzer is inadequate to complete immediate testing.
KNOWING WHEN TO ADD REAGENTS:

· When the Reagent status screen shows less than 10 tests left in a reagent cartridge.
· When the reagent status screen shows that there are not enough tests for a 24 hour time period.
· The analyzer will give warning when 5 tests are left in the reagent cartridge.  Pressing the priority button will prevent loading of more samples when the cartridge is empty.

PREPARING REAGENTS WITH SPECIAL HANDLING:

Some reagents need special handling before being placed on the analyzer.  Refer to Reagent Preparation Quick Reference Guide or specific test attributes.
LOADING MODULAR CHEMISTRIES:

Follow the steps to load modular reagents on the Beckman DxC 800 analyzer.

	Step
	Action

	1.
	Select RGT/CAL from the menu bar.

	2.
	Select MC Rgts to load and/or unload any modular chemistry.

	3.
	Select F1 LOAD, and select reagents to load.

	4.
	Open the leftmost door to access modular chemistry reagents.

	5.
	Remove reagent from the system.

Note: It is not necessary to scan the barcode of the reagent bottle upon removal.

	6.
	Using the hand held barcode reader scan the reagent barcode of the new reagent bottle.

Note: The system will beep to indicate successful bar code read.

	7.
	Check the monitor to verify the new reagent data is displayed.

	8.
	Close door and select F10 DONE.

	9.
	Calibrate reagents and run controls before processing patient samples.


LOADING CARTRIDGE CHEMISTRIES:
Follow the steps to load reagents on the cartridge chemistry side of the analyzer.

	Step
	Action

	1.
	Select RGT/CAL from the menu bar.

	2.
	Select position to be loaded and/or unloaded. The selected positions will be highlighted.

	3.
	Select F1 LOAD.

	4.
	When prompted by the system to remove the cartridge, open the reagent carousel compartment door and remove the cartridge by lifting slightly and pulling out.

Note: The system will beep and the chemistry information will be removed from the screen.

	5.
	To load reagent, remove caps from the cartridges and pass cartridge in front of the barcode reader while sliding the reagent cartridge into the reagent carousel slot.

	6.
	

	
	
	If the barcode is …
	you will see …
	

	
	
	Read
	The reagent information displayed on the monitor.
	

	
	
	not read, or is a user defined cartridge
	Nothing displayed in the reagent information window. The requested information is to be typed in the appropriate area.
	

	
	

	7.
	Repeat steps 5-6 until all reagents are loaded.

	8.
	Close the reagent carousel door.

	9.
	Calibrate reagents if necessary and run controls before processing patients.


Note:  After all reagents have been added, the analyzer will automatically sense the reagent level on all reagents loaded.

LOADING CONSIDERATION:

All reagent cartridges must be placed completely into the slots to allow for proper operation of the reagent carousel.  Do not force the reagent cartridge into the slot.  They should slide in easily.  If an error should occur with the reagent carousel operation after loading reagents, check to make sure the cartridges are completely seated into the slots.
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