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BD GasPak EZ Gas Generating Pouch Systems
	
	

	Intended Use
	The GasPak EZ Gas Generating Pouch Systems are single-use systems that produce atmospheres suitable to support the primary isolation and cultivation of anaerobic, microaerophlic, or capnophilic bacteria by use of gas generating sachets inside single-use resealable pouches.

	
	


	Principle
	The GasPak EZ Gas Generating Sachet consists of a reagent sachet containing inorganic carbonate, activated carbon, ascorbic acid and water. When the sachet is removed from the outer wrapper, the sachet becomes activated by exposure to air. The activated reagent sachet and specimens are placed in the resealable pouch and sealed. The sachet rapidly reduces the oxygen concentration within the pouch. At the same time, inorganic carbonate produces carbon dioxide. 
For the cultivation of carbon dioxide requiring organisms, the GasPak EZ CO2 Pouch Systems Sachets produce an atmosphere with greater than 3% carbon dioxide.

	
	


	Policy
	BD GasPak EZ CO2 Gas Generating System will be used for Bacteriology media plates as required by Sherman Way Reference Lab. Refer to the Media Plating Chart for guidelines.

	
	


	Safety or Special Safety Precautions 
	Refer to the safety manual for general safety requirements. 



	
	


	Equipment


	· Incubator

· Microbiology Hood

	
	


	Reagents and/or Media
	Description
	Vendor
	Storage
	Expiration

	
	BD GasPak EZ CO2 Gas Generating System
	BD Cat no. 260684
	2-25°C in 

a dry environment
	Manufacturers date

	
	Note: GasPak EZ Pouch System Sachets are ready to use. The expiration date is for unopened, intact, and properly stored sachets. Do not open until ready to use.
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	Reagents 
	Warning and Precautions
	

	
	For in vitro Diagnostics Use
Observe established precautions against microbiological hazards throughout all procedures. Prior to discarding, sterilize specimen containers and other contaminated material by autoclaving

After use, the sachet may remain warm. Discard sachet after reaction is complete (when cool)

After use, discard pouch in a proper waste container. Do not reuse

DO NOT use sachet if outer foil is damaged or open in any manner

Avoid direct sunlight and excessive temperatures

DO NOT open resealable pouch until incubation is complete

GasPak EZ Pouch System Sachets are intended for use in GasPak EZ resealable pouches. Their use in other systems may yield misleading results.
GasPak EZ resealable pouches are designed for GasPak EZ Pouch System Sachets. Do not use with other gas generating envelopes.



	Active Ingredient
	Ascorbic acid, activated carbon, and water

	
	


	Warning
	Activated carbon is irritating to eyes, respiratory system, and skin.

	
	


	
	

	Quality Control 
	Quality Control must be performed on the BD GasPak CO2 EZ Pouch System for every new lot and/or new shipment.
1. Accession the BD GasPak in Cerner as non-patient sample (MR# ZZ000001783) using environmental culture. Label the pouches and Environmental Worksheet with a barcode label. 

2. Record the Lot#, Expiration date, and Date submitted on the Environmental Worksheet. 
3. Send two BD GasPak CO2 Gas Generating Pouches and CO2 sachets to Sherman Way Regional Lab.

4. Review result after 72 hours. If no result after 5 days, follow up with Sherman Way Regional Lab.

If QC failed, send another set to SW Ref Lab and report to laboratory manager.
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	Procedure:
	Follow the steps below to ….

	
	
	

	
	Step
	Action

	
	1
	Place the inoculated plates inside the resealable pouch. The GasPak EZ CO2 Pouch System can be used for 1-4 Petri dishes.


	
	2
	One GasPak EZ Pouch System Sachet is used in each resealable pouch. Remove the GasPak EZ Pouch System Sachet from the carton. Remove the outer foil packaging.


	
	3
	Place the activated sachet in the GasPak EZ resealable pouch with the plates. The sachet should be placed between plates and the pouch.


	
	4
	Close the pouch by pressing the zipper part of the pouch together


	
	5
	Incubate the GasPak EZ Pouch System at a temperature appropriate for the organism being cultured, but not to exceed 45°C



	
	6
	Send to Regional Reference Laboratory


	
	


	Results
	Carbon dioxide enriched conditions are achieved rapidly with a carbon dioxide concentration of greater than 3% at 35°C.

	
	


	Reference
	Retrieved from BD GasPak EZ Gas Generating Pouch Systems Package Insert (07-2014). Becton, Dickinson and Company. Sparks, MD. Retrieved on January 30, 2017

	
	


	Controlled Documents
	The following controlled documents support this procedure.

	
	Medical Center Media Plating Chart – Summary
	LBL 0267A

	
	BD GasPak EZ CO2 Gas Generating Pouch-QC Form
	Form

	
	


	Author

	Patricia Jasper, MHA, CLS

	
	


	Distribution

	Kaiser Permanente Moreno Valley Medical Center Laboratory
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Reviewed and approved by:

	SIGNATURE
	DATE

	
	

	Denise Topliff, MHA, CLS

Director, Clinical Laboratory – Moreno Valley Medical Center and Riverside Medical Center
	

	
	

	Mark Taira, M.D.

Medical Director, Clinical Laboratory – Moreno Valley Medical Center and Riverside Medical Center
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