
 VPBS-A 2022 EDUCATION 

We missed an educational challenge on the peripheral blood smear survey from January. It was totally 
my fault. The cells that I called Blasts, CAP wanted them to be labeled as Malignant Lymphoid Cells. 
The patient’s diagnosis was “Malignant B-cell Lymphoma,” which is why they wanted them called 
malignant cells and not blasts. The report summary did say that the cells would have been classified as 
Blasts if the patient didn’t have a previous diagnosis (so I can’t feel too bad ). I looked back through 
last year’s FH9 (heme) and VPBS (diff) surveys and did notice a pattern, so that is what is being 
presented in this education. Moral: read the history closely. The CAP discussion is included at the end. 
Please read this document and then mark that you have done so for the educational challenge. 

 

FH9-A 2021 

 

 

These were classified as BLASTS. Notice the history listing the previous diagnosis as “T-cell 
lymphoproliferation.” It does NOT list it as lymphoma, and the cells are quite large. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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FH9-B 2021 

 

 

These were classified as MALIGNANT LYMPHOID CELLS. Notice the inclusion of the word 
“lymphoma” in the patient’s history presentation. These are also “flower cells,” which are a widely seen 

form of lymphoma cells. These are also smaller and more lymph-like than the blasts from FH9-A. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FH9-C 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was classified as BLAST. The diagnosis calls it a “lympoblastic leukemia.” It is also a very ugly 
cell whose nucleus takes up the entirety of the cell. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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VPBS-A 2021 

 

 

These were classified as BLASTS. Again the history calls out “lymphoblastic leukemia.” And again the 
cells are huge, and the nucleus takes up almost the entire cell. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
VPBS-A 2022 (This year’s survey) 

 

 

These were classified as MALIGNANT LYMPHOID CELLS. This time the history points out the 
history of “B-cell lymphoma.” Hence these are lymphoma cells. If you compare them to the blasts, they 

are a bit smaller and a bit darker, but very similar. This is why we have to look closely at the history. 

____So the main take-away is follow the clues they give first! Below, you can read what CAP said.____ 














