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	Specimen Retention


	
Purpose
	
To provide a guideline for the retention of laboratory specimens in Children’s Hospitals and Clinics of Minnesota Laboratory.

	
Policy

	
Children’s Hospitals and Clinics of Minnesota Laboratory must retain specimens in a way that meets or exceeds the CAP regulations. 
Specimens of serum, heparinized plasma, EDTA plasma, CSF, and body fluids (except urine) should be retained for 48 hours.  (The 48 hour retention requirement does not apply to whole blood samples; for example, samples collected for point of care or blood gas testing.) Urine specimens for urinalysis should be retained for 24 hours; exceptions may be made at the discretion of the laboratory director. Urine specimens for PH, Ketones, Urine Blood, Specific Gravity, Urine culture only, and send out testing are not kept for 24 hours. These urine specimens will be discarded after initial use.  Blood films, permanently stained body fluid slides, and permanently stained microbiology slides prepared from clinical specimens (including blood culture bottles) should be retained for 7 days.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The above guidelines are the minimum specimen retention times required.  Refer to department specific procedures for recommended specimen retention times.
Specimens must be kept under appropriate storage conditions.


	
Responsibility


	
All Laboratory Staff

	
Supporting Documents
	
Specific departmental procedures
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