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Biohazard Waste Management


	
Purpose

	
Laboratory personnel are required to dispose of biohazard waste in the appropriate containers.


	
Containers

	
Biohazard waste (red trash) – Red containers or containers with red bags are located throughout the laboratory for disposal of biohazard waste.
· Containers for biohazard waste are marked with a red/orange biohazard symbol.
· Puncture resistant containers are available for the disposal of sharps and potential sharps, e.g., applicator sticks, pipette tips, broken glass.
· Puncture proof (small) containers for needles are in place on phlebotomy carts.
· Red bags placed in puncture resistant containers are used for disposal of blood or other potentially infectious materials, blood product infusion bags and tubing, waste cultures or materials used to inoculate, transfer or otherwise manipulate cultures.
· Sample transport bags with a biohazard symbol are used only once and disposed in the red trash, never in regular trash containers.
 
Dual waste – Materials contaminated with both biohazard and chemical waste are placed into dual waste containers.

Regular trash – Items which have come into contact with blood, but are not soaked, may be placed into regular trash containers.
· Urine may be disposed into the sewer system and the empty container placed in regular trash but only if all patient identifiers have been removed or defaced.


	
Disposal
	
All containers are considered filled when ¾ full and then must be securely closed.
· If a container is approaching or has reached the ¾ fill line, then perform the following:
· STOP filling the container with sharps. Close the lid. 
· Seek out an empty container.
· Contact the Laboratory Safety Officer or an OPS supervisor about the scenario. This allows for immediate contact with Facilities concerning the situation. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Filled containers are collected by a contracted vendor for disposal.


	
Supporting Documents
	
912.04 Waste Management
HI 1.16 Storage and Disposal of Specimens
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