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between the particles, causing them to agglutinate. As the diameter of the agglutinates
becomes larger and closer to the wavelength of the

beam, the greater the amount of light that is
absorbed. The increase in light absorbance is proportional to the size of the agglutinates,
which, in turn, is proportional to the antigen level present in the sample, which is read from a
standard curve.
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K. Other Instrumentation

1. Other instruments for specialty testing, especially with increased knowledge about hemostasis

2. Not all instruments in coag; some may be in other areas (e.g. molecular diagnostics, chemistry
(CRP))

3. PFA, platelet aggregometer

L. Advantages of Newer instruments

Faster
More accurate
More precise {am¢ ve€sSuttS
Have QC programs on instrument
Can measure multiple samples at one time
Can do multiple different tests (analytes) at one time
Can read barcode — positive patient |ID
Can transmit results to LIS
Can ID reagents with bar codes, so don’t mix up
. Can be adapted to robotics [STA-R]
. Expanded computer capabilities (store patient data, QC, standard curves, more than one lot
number at a time, programmable)
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