Table 179.1Laboratory Evaluation of Vaginal Discharge
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	Normal
	Trichomonas
	Bacterial vaginosis
	Candida
	

	PH
	<4.5
	>4.5
	>4.5
	<4.5
	

	Abnormal odor (positive whiff test)
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	

	Wet prep

	[image:  ]Epithelial cells
	Normal
	Normal
	Clue cells
	Normal
	

	[image:  ]Leukocytes
	Occasional
	May be increased
	Occasional
	Occasional to slightly increased
	

	[image:  ]Organisms
	Large rods not adherent to cells
	Mobile flagellated organisms
	Coccobacilli adherent to cells
	Budding yeast or hyphae
	

	Potassium hydroxide
	Negative
	Negative
	Negative
	Budding yeast or hyphae
	

	Gram stain
	Gram-positive rods
	Trichomonas (flagellated organisms)
	Gram-negative coccobacilli
	Budding yeast or hyphae
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