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Purpose:   

To define the correct order of draw for specimen collection tubes and bottles.

Policy:

To prevent cross-contamination of additives and anticoagulants, specimen collection tubes are drawn in the order specified by the CLSI.

Staff with documented training and competency may perform this task.

Supplies:

Venipuncture tubes

Phlebotomy supplies
Procedure:

The order of draw is the same whether using a tube holder or a syringe.
Drawing Order for Color Coded Tubes-Venipuncture:           
        Stopper Color





   Additive



        Tests

1. Blood Culture Bottles (BCB)
Nutrient
Bacterial Culture

2. Royal Blue with Red Label (ROY)
No Additive
Essential Metal Screen (Mayo send out)

3. Royal Blue with Lav Label (ROY)
EDTA
Heavy Metal Screen (Mayo send out)

4. Light Blue (BLU)
Na citrate
PT, APTT, D- Dimer



Coag, Tubes must be full
5. Red Top- plain (RED)
No Additive or
Drug Levels, Blood Banking


Clot Activator
Can take place of SST



6. Red & Black (SST)- Tiger Top
Serum Separator
Contains silica

7. Light Green & Black (GRN, PST)
Lithium Heparin
Chemistry tests



Troponin

8. Green 
Sodium Heparin
Special Testing

9. Lavender (LAV)
EDTA
Hematology

10. Black (ESR)
Na Citrate
Hematology (Sed Rate Tube)

11. Grey (GRY)
Potassium Oxalate


Sodium Fluoride
Lactic Acid – tube must be half full
12. Yellow ACD
Acid Citrate Dextrose
Tissue Typing

Solution A
Tubes must be full

13. Yellow YTB
Acid Citrate Dextrose
Tissue Typing


Solution B
Tubes must be full

Order of Draw for Capillary Specimens:

1.   Lavendar (EDTA) tubes for blood counts

2.   Tubes with other additives

3.   Tubes without additives

Procedure Notes:

1.   When drawing yellow tubes, double check which solution is in the tube.

2.   Waste tubes must be drawn after a royal blue with lavender label.

3.
A discard tube is not required when the citrate tube is the first or only tube drawn. 
4.
A discard tube is required when a factor assay is being collected and when drawing through a winged collection device.
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CAP Standards:

  GEN.40470

Proper collection techniques

COLA Standards:
  PRE 11


Instructions for specimen collection for clients

  PRE 12


Instructions for specimen collection and handling 
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