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Purpose:
     To describe the procedure for plating urine cultures.
Policy:     

     Properly trained staff with documented competency may perform this procedure.

Warnings and Precautions:
     Universal Precautions must be followed when collecting specimens, transporting to the Lab, and 
     plating cultures. 
Specimen Requirements:
1.    Collect a clean catch mid-stream urine in a sterile leak-proof container.  Allow urine to flow directly into sterile container.
2. Collect a catheterized specimen in a sterile leak-proof container.  This is routinely done when a catheter is inserted.  Use a needle and syringe with a sterile puncture to collect from an indwelling catheter.  If plating a cath specimen on a Pediatric patient, write “Cath” on the BAP.  
3. Containers should not be filled over half full to avoid spillage.
4. Label specimen on the side of the container (not the lid) with the patient’s name, medical record number, LIS number, date and time collected, ward, and source (midstream, catheterized, etc.)  Bring specimen to the Laboratory promptly after collection.
5. Refrigerate specimen if not plated within 30 minutes. 
6. Do not touch cap or tip of container to any surface. Replace cap immediately after collection to prevent contamination with skin and airborne bacteria.
7. A clean-catch midstream or catheterized specimen is a must.
Unacceptable Specimens:
     Specimens left at room temperature for >30 minutes or refrigerated >24 hours will be rejected.  
Media:

	Source
	Media
	Storage
	Incubation

	Clean catch

or Cath
	BAP &  EMB for URINE

BAP only for USCN
	Uninoculated plates: 

    Store at 4(C until expiration date

    Inoculated / streaked plates:
    Store in 35(C incubator until   

    transported to Hospital Lab.
	35(C for 18-24 hrs

	Suprapubic aspirate
	BAP, EMB, and Thioglycollate broth
	Uninoculated plates: 

    Store at 4(C until expiration date

    Inoculated / streaked plates:
    Store in 35(C incubator until   

    transported to Hospital Lab.
	35(C for 48 hrs


Specimen Plating:
1.    Label the media plates on the media side of the petri dish (not the lid) with the patient’s name, 

       medical record number, and LIS number (small barcode label).  Also write the date and time plated.  
2.    Mix specimen thoroughly by gently swirling.  Remove top of container.
3.    Use a 0.001 mL calibrated loop (1 colony = 1,000 colonies/mL).                                 1.
4.    Streak for colony count on a BAP & EMB plate:                                           2.
· Plates must be at room temp prior to streaking.

· Streak BAP first by inserting loop vertically into urine 
and drawing a straight line down the center of the 
plate as per diagram.  
· Without re-entering urine, draw loop across the 
entire plate, crossing the first inoculum streak 
numerous times to produce isolated colonies.
· Dip loop into urine again and streak EMB plate 
in the same manner.
5.
Place the streaked plates, lid side down, in 35(C incubator 
within 15 minutes of streaking.

6.    Be sure to note any OE comments on the BAP, such as a penicillin allergy or a cath specimen 
       on a Peds patient.
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