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Purpose: 

  To outline the intended use and preventative maintenance of vortex specimen mixers.

Policy:

   Properly trained staff with documented preventative maintenance and usage competence may perform this task.   
· Intended use: mixing of quality control materials such as Hematology and ESR controls upon receipt to re-suspend RBCs from the bottom of the control vials. 

· Optional use: re-suspension of urine sediment after centrifugation and removal of supernatant from the KOVA system.

Supplies:

  Vortex mixer
Warnings and Precautions:

· Do not use tubes with a larger diameter that that of the vortexer cap (20mm).

· Do not start vortexing at maximum speed.

· Place the unit on a solid work surface or laboratory bench.

· Follow manufacturer’s handling instructions for quality control materials.

Procedure:  

1. For continuous vortexing mode:
a. Push the switch into position (switch on the left front side).

b. Set the speed dial on the right front side to the set desired intensity.

c. Control the intensity of vortexing by varying the pressure of a tube in the mixing cup.

2. For intermittent vortexing mode:

a. Push the switch into position.

b. Vortexer will be activated when touching the vortexing cup with a test tube.

c. Set a desired level of vortexing using the speed control dial.

d. Control the intensity by varying the pressure of a tube in the mixing cup.

3. Clean the unit only with a damp wet cloth; do not use chemical cleaning agents.
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Similar Procedures (Specify title of procedure and other OMC location(s) used if applicable)

Attachments:
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