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Purpose: 

To describe the procedure for collecting blood samples for Lead testing.

Policy:


Staff with documented training and competency may perform this task.

Supplies:

1. Disposable pad

2. Gauze

3. Alcohol pad

4. Lancet

5. EDTA microtainer

6. Bandage

7. Powder-free gloves

8. Covered plastic container

9. Hand Soap Bottle labeled “For Lead Testing.” 

Procedure:  

1. All supplies used in collecting Lead samples are stored in a covered plastic container.

· Lancets

· Gauze

· Bandages

· Alcohol pads

· Microtainers- store in a resealable plastic bag.

2. Cover work area with a disposable pad.

3. Handle all equipment with powder-free gloves.

4. Remove necessary supplies from covered plastic container.

5. Confirm patient identification using 2 identifiers per Laboratory policy.

6. Ask patient and parent to wash hands using designated “For Lead Testing” soap dispenser. Air dry.

· Do not use paper towels that may contain traces of Lead. 

6.
Do not allow child’s finger to touch any surfaces. Keep finger isolated from the rest of the hand.

7.
Clean fingertip with an alcohol pad. If dirt is visible on the alcohol pad, cleanse again with another pad.

8. 
Allow finger to air dry. Do not blow on or fan site to speed drying.

9.
Perform capillary draw following Laboratory protocol.


10.
Fill EDTA microtainer tube to line for correct blood to anticoagulant ratio.

Procedural Notes:
1. The key to effective Lead screening is to collect uncontaminated samples.

2. Eliminate environmental contamination from:

· Work surfaces

· Papers

· Collector’s hands

· Patient’s hands and clothes

References:


CDC Guidelines for Collecting and Handling Blood Lead Samples CD, 2004

CAP/COLA Standards:
GEN.40100

Instructions for specimen collection


PRE 12            Specimen Handling


PRE 16            Patient Identification




PRE 17            Specimen Identification- two identifiers
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