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Purpose:    

     To describe the protocol for laboratory testing of suspected bioterrorism specimens.

Policy:

· Patients seen at OMC suspected of being infected with an agent of bioterrorism undergo appropriate evaluation and treatment.  

· Precautions for patient and employee safety are observed and appropriate agencies are immediately notified.  

· All specimens are sent to the Hospital Laboratory for processing, testing and/or referral to MDH.

Special Warnings and Precautions:

     Universal precautions must be followed when collecting specimens, transporting specimens to the 
     Laboratory, plating cultures and preparing send outs.  Only persons having documented competency 
     should perform this task.

Specimen Requirements:

     Specimen type required for testing is dependent upon the suspected infectious agent.  Care units and 
     clinic sites should contact the Hospital Laboratory for instructions on specimen type, collection and 
     transportation of these specimens.

Procedure:

1. Microorganisms likely to be utilized as biological weapons include the following:

· Bacillus anthracis 

· Brucella species 

· Clostridium botulinum 

· Francisella tularensis 

· Yersinia pestis 

· Variola major (smallpox) 

2. As a hospital based laboratory, we must be aware of the possibility of an unannounced bioterrorism event.  See the MDH Guidelines for LRN Sentinel Laboratories Manual for a guide to either rule out suspect isolates or refer the isolate for confirmation.

3. The MDH Guidelines manual includes specimen requirements, rule-out criteria, flowcharts, technical references and notification steps. 

4. The Infectious Substance Packing and Shipping Procedure must be followed.  See the MDH Guidelines manual.  All above organisms must be sent as Category A specimens.
5.   The following precautions must be followed:

· Wear gloves and protective gowns

· Wash immediately with soap and water if there is direct contact with a specimen

· Avoid splashing or creating aerosols

· Perform lab tests in an annually certified Class II Biological Safety Cabinet

· Work on a surface that can be cleaned easily and wipe with Oxivir regularly

Inoculation of Cultures:

1. Swabs labeled “to rule out anthrax” or other suspected bioterrorism agents may be received.

2. All specimens should be double bagged and sent to the Hospital Laboratory.

3. These cultures are set up in the Biological Safety Cabinet.

4. Personnel must wear appropriate personal protective gear.

5. See the MDH Guidelines Manual for individual procedures and what media to inoculate.   

Notification of MDH and packaging:
     The microbiology department will notify MDH and the physician of any Bacillus species that cannot be 
     ruled out as anthrax or any other suspected bioterrorism agent.  The specimen is sent to MDH on a  
     TSA slant, using a MDH mailing container Category A.  Follow the packing and shipping requirements 
     for an “infectious substance affecting humans”, UN2814. Call the Gold Cross courier at 507-272-1892 

     or 507-536-0261 to request pick up of specimen from OMC Laboratory for delivery to MDH.  Also   

     notify Infection Control and the lab manager.

     Immediately report any suspected isolate of Bacillus anthracis or any other suspected 
     bioterrorism agent to the Bioterrorism Response Line at MDH.  During Business hours call   

     1-651-201-5073, after Business hours:  1-651-201-5414 or 1-888-676-5414.  All questions should 
     be referred to Paula Snippes, MLS Program Director at MDH: 1-651-201-5581.

CAP Standards:

     MIC.18968
Policies for recognition of bioterrorism agents
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Similar Procedures (Specify title of procedure and other OMC location(s) used if applicable)

Triage of Suspected Victims of Bioterrorism

Attachments:
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