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Internal Memorandum

Nancy Dresser
Technical Coordinator, Laboratory

(519) 973-4411 ext. 33455

DATE:
March 17, 2015
TO:
WRHO Laboratory Staff
RE:
Sample Collection Requirements

As a reminder to all laboratory staff, please observe the following specimen requirements:

Ammonia:
· Venous or arterial blood only.  DO NOT collect from a finger or heel pick.
· Collect a full tube. Dead air space in tube should be kept to a minimum.

· Place sample on ice immediately after collection.

· Transport to laboratory ASAP after collection.

· Once specimen has been received in the laboratory, give to a Chemistry MLT.

· Centrifuge specimen immediately upon receipt.

· Sample must be free from Hemolysis.

· Sample must be kept anaerobic until ready for testing.

· Test sample ASAP. 
· NOTE: Ammonia levels cannot be tested on previously collected samples.

Lactate:

· Place sample on ice immediately after collection.

· Transport to laboratory ASAP after collection.

· Once specimen has been received, give to a Chemistry MLT.

· Centrifuge specimen immediately upon receipt.

· Sample must be free from Hemolysis.

· Test sample ASAP.

Ionized Calcium:

· Venous or arterial samples. Only capillary samples collected using a capillary gas tube are acceptable.

· DO NOT collect capillary samples directly into a mictrotainer tube.

· Collect a full tube. Dead air space in tube should be kept to a minimum.

· Sample must be kept anaerobic until ready for testing.

Venous Gases:

· Collect a full tube. Dead space in tube should be kept to a minimum.

· Once specimen has been received, give to a Chemistry MLT.

· Test sample ASAP.
Flow Cytometry:
· Peripheral blood for flow cytometry cannot be drawn on the weekend (or Friday after 10 am). Samples MUST be processed within 24 hrs of being drawn. If this is ordered on the weekend, notify the nursing unit that it cannot be drawn until Monday morning and document communication in tracking in LIS.
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