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1.0
PRINCIPLE:
1.1
This procedure has been established in order to provide guidelines for use by the Hematology medical technologists as an aid in determining the appropriate circumstances under which review of peripheral blood smears is required.  The required review of the peripheral blood smears is performed by the pathologists, whenever the following criterion exists.

2.0
CRITERIA FOR SUBMITTING SLIDE FOR REVIEW:

2.1
Technologist to check when a Pathology smear review has been ordered
2.2
Hemoglobin:  (0-13D)   < 100 g/L or > 250 g/L


         (14D-999Y)   <60 g/L or > 200 g/L
   
2.3
WBC < 2.0 X 109/L or > 50.0 X 109/L

   
2.4
Platelets:  (0-31D)   < 100 X 109/L or > 1000 X 109/L



    (32D-999Y)   < 20 X 109/L or >1000 X 109/L
   
2.5
MCV < 70 fl or > 110 fl
2.6
Any Blast
2.7
Spherocytes
2.8
Sickle cells
2.9
Promyelocytes
2.10
Positive morphology for fragments
2.11
Parasites
2.12
Any slides with unusual unidentified cells
2.13
At the discretion of the Technologist
2.14
>10% Atypical lymphocytes-Perform Monospot as per guidelines
2.15
Bacteria
3.0
PROCEDURE NOTES:

3.1
Any patient that presents with Blasts or Blast-like or unidentified cells and has no previous history of Blasts must be referred to the scheduled or On Call Pathologist for review as a STAT. The originating site must contact the scheduled Pathologist or On Call Pathologist and send the slides and sample as a STAT. 
3.2
Any patient that presents with Blasts or Blast-like or Unidentified cells must have a Leishman stained slide or unstained slide sent to WRH Met Campus. Send both Wright’s and Leishman stained slides.
3.3
Any patient that presents with Bacteria and has no previous history of Bacteria must be referred to the scheduled or On Call Pathologist for review as a STAT.  The originating site must contact the scheduled Pathologist or On Call Pathologist and send the slides as a STAT.
3.4
Ouellette Campus & LDMH: For cases with WBC <2.0, please send slide, report, and tube directly to Met Hematology for Buffy coat preparation. They will then forward to the pathologist.


3.5
With the exception of item #1, the noted parameters refer to new or first time patients.
3.6
Follow up smears on leukemia patients or repeat smears on congenital states need not be referred unless there is significant change from the previous smear.
4.0
REFERENCES:

4.1
N/A
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