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DATE:

April 23, 2015
TO:

SPD Staff
RE:

Receiving All Specimens REAL TIME

On April 7, 2015 Sampling in MS4 was removed and all Nursing units are now able to print barcode labels for Laboratory Nurse Collect specimens.
The majority of specimens sent to the Lab will now have barcodes, allowing us to easily receive specimens in REAL TIME. This is an Ontario Laboratory Accreditation requirement.

All specimens including Microbiology, Histology, Cytology etc. must now be received in Ultra upon receipt in the Lab.
It is very important that ALL specimens (including AP and Micro) are received in ULTRA. When the specimen is received in Ultra a message will be sent to MS4 and the order status will change to WAITING. This lets the Nursing staff know that this order is being worked on. If it stays at PRINTED they are not sure if the Lab has received the specimen. This could cause duplication of orders and specimens and has been extremely confusing for the Nursing staff.

All paperwork included with the specimen needs to be checked.
Unacceptable/Irreplaceable protocols need to be followed and notifications and corrections with the Nursing unit documented at time of receipt.

There will be situations where there is no barcode, no order in Ultra or a complicated sample.

No Barcode- find order in Ultra and print label.
No Order available- order from requisition provided by Nursing Unit.

Microbiology Specimens:
· Microbiology specimens with other orders i.e. Cell count, Cytology, Protein MUST be aliquotted and delivered to the appropriate Department.
· If there is no order, do NOT order in Ultra. Time stamp the requisition and place back in specimen bag.
· Receive but do NOT re-label with Ultra barcodes if already labeled. Place them in specimen bag.
Microbiology will receive the batches from Met and LDM.
Please read the attached procedure IHL-LIS-I Receipt to ensure you are receiving specimens correctly, providing the correct collection date, time and identity.

It is currently a Nursing Leadership priority to correct labeling issues. The documentation of these issues is important. Please ensure you enter the collection time written on specimens or add LLR if the time or initials are missing.
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