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1.0 Purpose

1.1 Immediate reporting of critical results is essential to provide intervention in patient care management.  Because the Microbiology Department does not operate 24 hours a day, a call-back list of STAT specimens is provided for cases when these samples are received after normally scheduled working hours.
1.2 In these cases, a microbiology technologist will be available for call back for critical STAT specimens. The list of STAT specimens follows.
2.0 Procedure

2.1 A Microbiology Technologist will be ON CALL, and available for STAT gram stains for the following specimens:

2.1.1 Lumbar CSF- meeting the Suspected Meningitis criteria

2.1.1.1 Cell Count ≥10 x106/L

2.1.1.2 All NICU CSF specimens

2.1.1.3 When physician insists due to clinical evidence (e.g. immunosuppressed patients)

Note: A CSF specimen MUST have a physician’s request for microbiology before processing.  If no microbiology testing is requested and indices are out of range, ask the unit if the physician has indicated microbiology work-up.

2.1.2 CSF, Operating Room Specimens- Call back for these specimens will be at the discretion of the physician. These specimens do not need to follow criteria for Suspected Meningitis.


2.1.3 Brain abscess/tissue

2.1.4 All sterile fluids (pericardial, synovial, empyema, thoracentesis, pleural, ascites, paracentesis)
2.1.5 Blood Product from transfusion reaction investigation (suspect bacterial contamination)
2.1.6 Surgical specimen and tissues

2.1.7 Organ Donor Broncho-alveolar lavage (BAL)
2.1.8 Any other requests MUST be discussed with the Microbiology Technologist on call and/or Microbiology Senior Technologist and Microbiology Clinical Leader/Pathologist on call.
2.1.9 Microbiology Cell Phone Number: 519-995-2603.
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