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INTRA-UTERINE DEVICE (IUD)
1.0 PRINCIPLE
1.1 Actinomyces species may cause Pelvic Inflammatory Disease (PID) in women who use IUDs, and genital colonization may occur.   Actinomyces may be seen in smears from secretions around the IUD, but has rarely been isolated by culturing this type of specimen, therefore only a Gram stain will be performed.

2.0 SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND TRANSPORT
2.1 The IUD should be collected and transported in a dry sterile container.

3.0 PROCEDURE
3.1 PROCESSING SPECIMENS
3.1.1 DIRECT EXAMINATION

Perform Gram stain of secretions by transferring mucous from IUD to a slide.  Examine for the presence of branching Gram Positive Bacilli suggestive of Actinomyces species.
3.1.2 CULTURE

Not indicated.
4.0 REPORTING
4.1 NEGATIVE:  “No organisms resembling Actinomyces seen on Gram stain.”
Use code:  IUDN
4.2 POSITIVE:  “Organisms resembling Actinomyces seen on Gram stain”.
Use code:  IUDP
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