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Purpose
External quality assessment (EQA) schemes are an essential feature of systems designed to maintain and improve the analytical quality of clinical laboratory tests. EQA schemes serve to stimulate and monitor improvements in inter-laboratory agreement to facilitate optimal patient care.
RIQAS (Randox International Quality Assessment Scheme) is part of the EQA in this laboratory.

Procedure
Randox testing is performed every 2 weeks.  The testing schedule is found on the Vista bench.
It is the responsibility of the person scheduled on the Vista to perform the testing.

The black binder for Randox is found next to the ABL/Cobas computer.

1. There are 4 test forms found in the Randox binder.

a. Vista 1 – General Clinical Chemistry

b. Vista 1 – Therapeutic Drugs

c. Vista 2 – General Clinical Chemistry

d. Vista 2 – Therapeutic Drugs.

2. Order tests in Ultra.  You can use the test forms to determine which tests need to be ordered.
3. Reconstitute vials according to package insert instructions found in the Randox binder under ‘Testing Schedule’.

4. Perform testing.

5. Enter values obtained on the appropriate test forms and initial.

6. Have a 2nd technologist perform a clerical check.

7. Once testing and reporting is complete, place samples in the freezer.

8. Leave forms on the Quality Control Officers desk.
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