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Principle: Proper specimen labeling is one of the first steps the Laboratory must take to ensure the integrity of the specimen.

Policy: 
Each specimen container must be labeled with the following information:

1. First and last name of the patient.
2. Date of birth of the patient.
3. Initials of the person collecting the specimen.
4. Date and time of collection.
5. Specimens “collected by nurse” needs collection time and “CBN” transcribed to the barcode label before affixing it to the tube.
6. Specimens other than blood need to be labeled with the specimen type.
7. If the blood being collected by an R.N. is for Blood Bank studies – Under the ‘Edit Sample Type Receive Data’ tab on the receive screen, in the comments window, use F5, CBN canned text, and once the canned text populates type in the nurses name (not initials).  The observer’s name (phlebotomist/tech) will be filled in automatically. Verify that the information is correct before filing.

Labels, if available, must be affixed to the tubes at the time of the draw.

Testing should not be performed until the specimen tube is properly labeled.  Every effort should be made to find the appropriate person to have the sample properly labeled.  If, after considerable effort has been made, the appropriate person cannot be located, samples are to be run provided they contain enough information to identify with the correct patient.  

Exceptions: STAT testing is not to be delayed provided the specimen tubes contain enough information to identify with the correct patient.

Out-patient and Reference testing:

Specimens sent to St. Anthony Regional Hospital Laboratory must be labeled to match the information on the accompanying requisition.  Mislabeled or unlabeled specimens will not be accepted.  The time of collection and CBN will be transcribed to the barcode label.
