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Policy: Specimens collected by the laboratory are kept on hand for an amount of time allotted by the instrument manufacturer.

Chemistry: 2 weeks – frozen – Serum collected in a gel separator tube is capped with a red plastic lid and plasma samples collected in a gel separator tube are capped with a green plastic lid after analyzing.  If the specimen is thawed for any additional tests the specimen is not refrozen but kept for the day and then disposed of.  Serum or plasma collected without a gel separator must be taken off the cells and correctly labeled.  These are kept in numerical order in the rack.  There is also a rack for extra tubes from throughout the day.

Note: Testing for Ammonia and LDH cannot be performed on frozen specimens.

Urine Chemistry: – Two weeks frozen – Urine specimens are poured into a 10mL plastic tube with a Meditech label attached and the specimen number written on the cap.  Urine specimens are stored in the extra tubes rack.  If the specimen being tested is a 24 hour urine specimen, the remainder of the specimen is discarded after testing is finalized. Clean catch and cath specimens are stored in the tubs in the micro fridge.

Note: Testing for Microalbumin cannot be performed on frozen specimens.

Body Fluids and CSF Specimens: 10 days – refrigerated.

A1C tubes: Cap the tube with a red plastic cap after analyzing and store in the Hematology refrigerator.

Hematology:  2 days – Specimens are stored in numerical order and discarded at midnight at the end of the 2nd day. (Note: Hematology samples collected on a Friday are kept until Monday night to give ordering providers an opportunity to add on A1C testing on Monday.)

Coagulation:  PT specimens are stored at room temp for up to 24 hours.  PTT, D-Dimer, and Fibrinogen specimens are stored at room temp for 4 hours.

Urinalysis:  Specimens are put in the Microbiology tub and kept for a minimum of 24 hours.

Microbiology:  Specimens are put in the Microbiology tub and kept for a minimum of 24 hours.  GBS PCR swabs are kept for 72 hours.

Blood Bank:  All specimens collected for Blood Bank are kept refrigerated for 2 weeks.
