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Swirling can be seen at the top of the bags as indicated by the green arrows, and 
areas of the bag where swirling is not evident are indicated by the red arrows. 
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Evaluation of Platelet Suitability for Transfusion based on Swirling, Temperature, and 
Time   

Temperature 
Elapsed Time  

(Issue to Return) 
Swirling 

Appropriate 
Status 

Any temperature More than 30 hours Yes  Discard 

24°C – 26 °C 30 hours or less Yes Quarantine 

20°C to 24 26°C 30 hours or less Yes Available 

More than 18°C; less than 20°C 
24 hours or more Yes Discard 

Less than 24 hours Yes Available 

18°C or less 24 hours or more Yes Discard 

More than 16°C; less than18°C 
16 hours or more Yes Discard 

Less than 16 hours Yes Available 

16°C or less 16 hours or more Yes Discard 

More than 12°C; less than 16°C 
10 hours or more Yes Discard 

Less than 10 hours Yes Available 

12°C or less 10 hours or more Yes Discard 

More than 4°C; less than 12°C 
6 hours or more Yes Discard 

Less than 6 hours Yes Available 

4°C or less Any amount of time Yes  Discard 

 
Platelet Suitability (based on elapsed time and temperature) 
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Document Control  
Location of Master: Master electronic file stored on the Beaumont Laboratory server under S:/ 
Master printed document stored in the Transfusion Medicine Standard Operating Procedures 
Manual. 
Number of Controlled Copies posted for educational purposes:  0 
Number of circulating Controlled Copies:  1 
Location of circulating Controlled Copies: Triage Area / on the Platelet Rotator 
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