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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

TISSUE-TEK COVERSLIPPER

Purpose

The purpose of this procedure is to provide a document to demonstrate the operation and maintenance of the Tissue-Tek coverslipper. Technicians, technologists and lab assistants using this coverslipper should have been trained and be familiar with its operation.

Information can be found in the operation manual located in histology.


Forms



AP-HISTO-FORMS-13 v.1


Safety

Always wear personal protective equipment (gloves, gown, goggles) when handling chemicals and solutions.


Supplies and

Reagents:
· Xylene

· Coverslipping film 
· Film cutting blade (Tissue-Tek)



Procedure

See the operating manual located in histology for operation

· Maintenance

· Daily:  

· wipe down surfaces to remove any dirt/stain

· ensure xylene is up to the designated level in the holding tray

· ensure the xylene waste bottle is empty

· ensure the clean xylene bottle is filled

· check that 2 new rolls of coverslipping film are open

· dump holding tray xylene, wipe clean, replace with fresh xylene
· use a xylene soaked cotton tipped applicator to remove “sticky” residue from all surfaces surrounding the coverslipping zone to eliminate errors due to baskets or slides “jamming”

· Monthly (or as needed)

· Replace cutting blade

· Replace charcoal filter every 6 months.


Results

The coverslipper will be properly operated and maintained
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