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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE DAKO ARTISAN STAINER

Purpose

The purpose of this procedure is to provide a location of the information for the operation and maintenance of the DAKO Artisan Link.  Technicians and technologists using this stainer should have been trained and be familiar with the staining process.
Information can be found in the operation manual located on the PC software.


Forms



RA.HI.FR070.rOO  Dako Artisan Autostainer Maintenance Form


Safety

Always wear personal protective equipment (gloves, gown, goggles) when handling chemicals and solutions.


Supplies and Reagents:
95% Reagent Alcohol

100% Reagent Alcohol

Artisan 50x Wash Solution
Artisan Staining Kits



Procedure

See operating manual for detailed instructions on the operation of the Artisan.


Maintenance

· Daily

· Wipe down all platforms using a gauze with a small amount of 95% alcohol after each staining run

· Check the waste drawer under the platform for any waste that may have dripped into drawer and wipe clean.  If a large amount of waste is found, report this to supervisor.

· Check all fluids (clean and waste) to ensure they are filled (clean) or emptied (waste) as needed.

· Put away all kits and ensure that refrigerated kits are stored in the refrigerator when staining is completed.  Kits should be store I the upright position at all times.

· Make wash solution as needed.

· Weekly

· Use sponge (pre-cut pieces) to clean the dispensing tubes by placing onto a platform in a slide clip and gently running it past the dispensing tubes several times.  This will ensure that the tubes are kept free from clogs.

· Monthly (or as needed)

· Clean the Bulk Fluid Bottle 

Keep all bulk fluid bottles clean to perform properly.  Dako Wash Solution does not contain preservatives.  If the cleanliness of these bottles is not maintained, contaminants may grow in the lines and affext the quality of th staining results.  All bulk fluid bottles should be washed with 95% alcohol each time before they are filled with fresh reagent. 

· Flush Bulk Liquid Lines 

Flushing the bulk liquid lines clears accumulated deposits from the lines and minimizes contamination

· Connect the bulk liquid bottle filled with 95% alcohol (70% alcohol optional) to assigned position

· Prime assigned position a minimum of three times

· Repeat steps 1-2 for remaining bottle positions by using the bottle at the next bottle position

· Refill the remaining cleaned bottles with the appropriate bulk liquid and replace them on the Artisan.

· Click the Prime All buttom

· Repeat step 5 five times

· Annual Preventative Maintenace

· Annual maintenance must be performed by a trained Dako Technician.  Contanct your local Dako representative for further information

· As Required
· Run disinfecting kit when required by stainer (message will appear on screen; staining cannot continue until the disinfecting kit is run).  Make sure that there is always a back-up kit so that we have one ready to use at all times. Document on the QC chart.


Results

The stainer will be properly operated and maintained.


Authorized Reviewers
Medical Director, Anatomic Pathology

Chief, Surgical Pathology
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S:\Anatomic Pathology\Royal Oak\Histology\Document Control\Master Documents\Histology Procedures\Equipment
Number of Controlled Copies posted for educational purposes:  0
Number of circulating Controlled Copies:  1, Located in the Histology Procedure Manual bench copy
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