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Purpose

The purpose of this procedure is to provide a document that demonstrates how to maintain the embedding centers, keeping them free of excess wax and debris in order to avoid technical problems and/or cross contamination during embedding. 




Principle

The embedding centers are made up of two units, the paraffin bath unit and the cold plate.  The paraffin bath unit utilizes melted paraffin wax, which has the tendency to drip and spill onto many of the surfaces and the surrounding counter and floor.  Tissue specimens are taken out of cassettes on this unit and if friable or bloody, can leave fragments on the surfaces after they are embedded.  Because of this there is the possibility of cross-contamination of tissue between specimens.  Keeping the embedding centers clean and well maintained will help eliminate the problem of cross-contamination and will keep technical problems to a minimum.  The paraffin baths need to be changed after each shift/embedding session to dispose of any debris left behind during embedding.                                                                    


Equipment 

· Scraper
· Paraffin
· Cotton-tipped applicators.




Forms



AP-HISTO-FORMS-12 v.1


Supplies and Reagents:
· Paraffin Wax


Procedure

· Maintenance
	Step
	Action
	Note

	1
	Use the scraper to remove all paraffin from all surfaces on top and sides of embedding units.
	

	2
	Use the cotton-tipped applicators to remove debris from the crevices near the embedding spout.
	

	3
	Empty the paraffin bath after each shift/embedding session 
	The waste paraffin should be dumped into cardboard specimen buckets which are placed in the bottom of the paraffin waste bin.  This bin must be emptied daily.  No other trash or cassette lids should be thrown away in this bin.

	4
	Empty the wax catch tray located under the paraffin bath unit.
	

	5
	Remove all paraffin from surrounding area.
	

	6
	Scrape the floor in the surrounding area.
	

	7
	Check temperature of paraffin bath. 
	

	8
	Initial Quality Control Document
	


Results

· The embedding center is kept clean and free of debris to prevent cross contamination
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