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GROSSE POINTE SPECIMEN BLOCK AND SLIDE PROCESSING


Purpose

The purpose of this procedure is to ensure that Grosse Pointe and Farmington Hills specimens are properly received/tracked, processed and transported back to originating Anatomic Pathology Laboratory.   



Equipment/Supplies

The following equipment is needed for this procedure:

· Regular and charged slides
· HE Autostainer and coverslipper
· Slide boards

· Rubber bands and zip-ties

· Clear draw string transport bags
· Routing Tags – “Grosse Pointe Anatomic Pathology” and “Farmington Hill Anatomic Pathology”.


Safety

· Tissue cassettes should be transported in a leak-proof container to avoid formalin leakage.


Quality control

1. Tissue cassettes for “Routine” processing must be submitted in Purple (GP) and Tan (FM) cassettes.

2. Tissue cassettes for “Rush” processing must be submitted in blue cassettes (GP).
3. Each tissue cassette submitted must have the surgical number, block identifier printed and 2-D barcode on the outside of the cassette.  


Procedure
Follow the steps in the table(s) below:
	
	Specimen Processing
	

	1
	Cassettes are removed from processor and placed in embedding center paraffin well
	

	3
	Scan 2-D barcoded tissue cassettes in Beaker Tracking, reason Embedded.  Tissue cassettes are embedded per protocol.  Document any quality issues using Beaker Flags and complete a “Case Note” form to communicate with team (*see below).
	Each tissue cassette must be scanned and embedded one at a time (one-piece flow).  Make sure to view all Flags before embedding block(s) 

	4
	Tissue cassettes are sectioned per protocol.  Unless a section is unacceptable, all slides should be sent.  Only reprocess if you are unable to get a descent slide.  The pathologist will determine if any others require reprocessing after viewing the slides.
	Document any quality issues using Beaker Flags.

	5
	Slides are stained per protocol
	

	6
	Complete Surgical Pathology/Histology Case Note to communicate issues during the processing steps.
	See below *

	
	Case Assembly and Transportation
	

	1
	Stained slides are assembled onto slide boards
	

	2
	Create a Beaker Packing List to track slides back to originating campus – Manifest will auto print after clicking “Picked UP”
	Remember to click “Ready” and “Picked Up” when complete

	4
	Secure slides board(s) and manifest with 4 large rubber bands 
	

	5
	Place tracked slide board(s) into a clear drawstring transport bag.  Tie in a bow and zip tip-tie with routing tag
	

	6
	Place clear draw string transport bag in the Royal Oak Center Processing area for courier pick up.
	See “BL Courier Schedule” for pick up and drop off times.

	7
	Case assembly is the responsibility of the histology laboratory assistant.  In the event the lab assistant is schedule off or calls in, a histoech will resume case assembly responsibilities.
	


Forms


* RA.HI.FR.0072R00 Surgical Pathology/Histology Case Note




Results
Grosse Pointe and Farmington Hills specimen tissue blocks and slides are properly tracked, processed and transported.  Quality issues are documented and followed up as needed.
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