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. PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVE:

A

This procedure is to guidance for handling spills within the pneumatic tube system, within tube system
carriers and/or at pneumatic tube system points of receipt.

Due to the amount of specimens transferred through the pneumatic tube system, it is recognized leaks
from specimen bags are possible at times. Therefore, it is necessary that laboratory personnel be able to
respond in a correct and timely manner to spills associated with the tube system. Personnel should
appropriately label and place specimens in well-constructed containers with secure lids and sealed in
fluid-tight bags before placement into the carrier and to follow all facilities maintenance guidelines to
properly place specimens into the carrier (i.e. foam, do not over-pack carrier, etc.).

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE)

AND SUPPLIES:

mOo o w>»

F

Gloves

Gown

Face shield or chemical goggles, if necessary
Appropriate hospital-approved disinfectant
Paper towels

Biohazard bags

. PROCEDURE:

On receipt of a pneumatic tube carrier within which a biological specimen or other fluid has spilled or leaked
from the primary container, follow the directive given below for notification and clean-up.

A.

If the spill has leaked from the carrier and is visible on the exterior of the carrier, page facilities
maintenance to alert the facilities maintenance tube system personnel of potential system
contamination. Provide the tube station number from which the tube originated, as well as the tube
station number of the final destination. If possible, provide information as to the nature of the material
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which was spilled.

B. Biological Specimens

1.

7.

Wear PPE. If the spilled fluid is a biological specimen (i.e. blood, urine, other body fluid), be sure to
also wear a gown and goggles or a face-shield while cleaning-up the spill.

Soak-up or wipe-up the spill with an adequate supply of paper towels; discard towels into a
biohazard bag.

DO NOT pick-up bits of broken glass, if any, by hand. Use paper towels to brush glass into biohazard
bag. Discard the bag into a hard-side biohazard container.

Discard contaminated foam inserts into the biohazard bag.

Wash contaminated carriers (inside and out) with a hospital-approved disinfectant, allowing for the
appropriate contact time. Rinse with tap water and dry.

If there is carpet around the tube station and it becomes contaminated, soak the affected area with
the appropriate hospital approved solution for 30 minutes then blot dry with paper towels. Contact
Environmental Services to clean the carpet.

Hard-surfaced floors: wipe with disinfectant; rinse with water; dry with paper towels.

C. Other Fluids

1.

If the fluid is a water-based solution, that is NOT hazardous, wipe-up or soak-up the liquid with paper
towels. Discard soiled towels into the ordinary trash.

Soiled foam inserts with non-hazardous fluids: remove from the carrier, rinse well with water,
squeeze water from foam and allow to air dry. Dry the carrier (inside and out) with paper towels.

If the fluid is hazardous, contact a manager or the Laboratory Safety/Chemical Hygiene Officer for
assistance with clean-up using the appropriate spill-cleanup kit. Refer to the Laboratory Spill Clean
Up Procedure and the Laboratory Chemical Hygiene Plan.

IV. REFERENCES:

A. Management and Disposal of Infectious Waste & Sharps

B. Laboratory Chemical Hygiene Plan
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