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QC-DAILY TEMPERATURE MONITORING  

Purpose

Temperatures of certain laboratory equipment must be documented to ensure that the temperature is within the established standards. This equipment includes all ovens, incubators, water baths, floatation baths, paraffin baths, slide dryers, refrigerators, freezers, and cryostats.

Principle

Certain laboratory procedures stipulate specific ranges of temperatures, in order for the procedure to work correctly. The equipment used in these procedures must be monitored daily, and maintained at these temperatures. This will allow the procedure to be done at the temperature that is most effective, eliminate one variable in the procedure, and help to ensure more consistent results in the procedure.

Specimen

· N/A

Equipment 
· Thermometer that has been standardized against a certified thermometer

· Internal thermometer, as found in some equipment

· Daily computer printout, if available

· Daily log sheet, if computer printout of temperature is not available
Forms

Forms needed for the procedure
· RA.HI.FR.082
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Quality Control

· REFRIGERATORS: +8o C., +/- 2o C., checked by the histology assistant
· FREEZERS: -10o C - -22o C., checked by the histology assistant
-700C., +/-20C. checked by the histology assistant

· CYROSTATS: -20o C., +/- 2o C., in frozen section rooms, checked by surgical path. assistant
-20o C., +/- 2o C., in Histology, checked by histotechnologist scheduled on muscles

· OVENS:  Slide:  +60o C., +/- 2o C., checked by the histology assistant
60o C:  55o C - 75o C., checked by the histology assistant

   
37o C:  +37o C., +/- 2o C., checked by the histology assistant

· Paraffin:  +60o C., +/- 2o C., checked by the histology assistant
· PARAFFIN BATHS: Processor: +60oC., +/-2o C., checked by the histology assistant                                                                       
·  Embedding Centers: +60o C., +/-2o C., checked by the histotechnologist
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Procedure
Follow the steps in the table(s) below:
	Step
	Action
	Note

	1
	Equipment shall be turned on and running for at least 30 minutes before temperature is taken.
	

	2
	For refrigerators, freezers, ovens and cryostats, a thermometer will remain in these at all times.  A thermometer is place in all other equipment for at least 30 seconds before a reading is taken.
	

	3
	The temperature is recorded daily on the log sheet using blue or black ink only. (no other colors, no markers, no pencil)
	Must include oC
Must be checked Saturday and Sunday also.

	4
	If the assigned histotech, histology assistant or SPA is absent, the person who has been assigned the duties of the absent person will take on the responsibility for the temperature charts.
	

	5
	If the temperature is slightly outside the established temperature range:
a. The tech/assistant will adjust the temperature controls, according to the procedure written for that piece of equipment.

b. A note will be made on the daily log sheet, as to the temperature variance and the action taken.

c. The temperature must be taken again later that day, to verify that the temperature is now within the established range.  If it is not, the temperature controls will continue to be adjusted, and the temperature checked, until it is within established standards.

d. Equipment will not be used until repaired, the temperature is checked and found to be within established standards
	

	6
	If the temperature is greatly outside the established temperature range (greater than +/-20C.), or if the temperature cannot be adjusted:
a. The tech/assistant will notify the supervisor.

b. The supervisor will attempt Actions #5 A, B, and C.

c. If the temperature does not return to within established standards, maintenance will be called to repair the equipment. 
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