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Purpose
To provide a procedure for the gross examination of sinus contents for a pathologic
process.

Principle

To submit representative or all identifiable portions of soft tissue to demonstrate the
pathologic process so that a diagnosis can be made microscopically by a Pathologist.
Any identifiable bone fragments will be examined grossly.

Equipment
1. Ruler

2. Forceps

3. Scalpel

4. Biopsy bag
5. Tissue paper

Safety
1. PPE should be worn.
2. FORMALIN is a known carcinogen.

Supplies and Reagents
1. 10% NEUTRAL BUFFERED FORMALIN (pH range 6.9 — 7.2)

Quality Control
All remaining tissue should be retained.

Limitations/ Notes

The following may influence the validity of test results:
1. The specimen should be fixed in formalin.
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VIII. Procedure

1. Measure the specimen in aggregate (3 dimensions- cm).

2. Describe the components of the aggregate (ex: mucosal tissue, bone, and mucous).

3. If grossly normal bone is present, such as nasal septum, do not submit bone for
histology. Remove the bone fragments from the aggregate and return to the specimen
jar for storage. If bone fragments are grossly abnormal, such as friable bone or bone
involved by an infiltrative process, submit bone for histology.

4. If specimen is submitted for chronic sinusitis or deviated nasal septum, submit
representative soft tissue, cartilage, and mucoid material in 1 cassette.

5. For cases with an accompanying brain mass (most commonly sella), submit only 5
cassettes, predominately of soft tissue, and include any cartilage and mucoid material
in one of the cassettes.

6. For all other sinus contents specimens, submit all soft tissue, cartilage, and mucoid
material. Biopsy bags or tissue paper can be used.

7. If the amount of tissue/number of blocks is high in the judgement of the grosser,
contact the assigned pathologist to determine the degree of sampling.
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Document Control

Location of Master: Master electronic file stored on the Beaumont Laboratory server under

SAAP Grossing_Manual

Number of Controlled Copies posted for educational purposes: 0
Number of circulating Controlled Copies: 1
Location of circulating Controlled Copies: Master Grossing Manual located in Surgical Pathology
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