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AMPUTATION DIGIT(S) NON-TUMOR

Purpose
To provide a procedure for the dissection of an amputated or disarticulated digit or digits for a non-tumor condition.
Principle
To demonstrate the pathologic process so that a diagnosis can be made microscopically by a Pathologist.  Surgical margins and bone involvement also need to be assessed.
_____________________________________________________
Equipment
The following equipment is needed for this procedure:

· Ruler
· Forceps
· Scalpel 

· Scissors 

· Large Knife 

· Stryker Saw
Safety





· PPE should be worn.
· 10% FORMALIN is a known carcinogen. 

· DECALCIFICATION SOLUTION is a strong acid.

· The STRYKER SAW should be used with caution.
Supplies and
The following supplies and reagents are needed for this

Reagents
procedure:

· 10% NEUTRAL BUFFERED FORMALIN (pH range 6.9 – 7.2) - BBC Biochemical, Item # 0151 (5 Gallon Cube)
· FIXATION DECALCIFYING SOLUTION - Richard Allen Scientific, Catalog Number 8340
Quality control

· A stock jar of tissue in formalin should be retained if further sections need to be taken.
Limitations/

The following may influence the validity of test results:

Notes
· If the specimen is not grossed upon receipt in the lab, it should be refrigerated to prevent autolysis.

· Bone sections should be fixed in formalin before being decalcified.
· Prolonged decalcification will affect the histologic detail and the preservation of some nuclear antigens.
Procedure
Follow the steps listed  below:
1. Orient and measure the amputation specimen which may include one or more digits.
2. Dictate if the specimen is an amputation or disarticulation. 
3. Document all anatomic structures that are present (fingers, toes, etc.).

4. Describe the three main components of the specimen (skin, soft tissues, and bone).  Mention the tissue at the surgical margin.
5. Describe any attached nails or nail beds.
6. Submit sections of the skin, soft tissue, and muscle at the surgical margin of the specimen.  If the specimen is large, submit tissue at the surgical margin that is closest to the grossly identifiable pathologic process.
7. Submit sections of any ulcers, scars, or other abnormalities (ex:  trauma) on the skin surface.
8. Provide a section of bone closest to any identifiable pathologic abnormalities to be submitted after decalcification and retained in the stock jar.
9. Submit the entire bone margin shaved en face.  No bone margin is necessary If the specimen is disarticulated or the pathology (ie: ulcer, gangrene) is separated from the margin by a joint.  If there are multiple additional sections of bone received, the bone margin cannot be determined. 
10. Dictate under the special procedures section which blocks are decalcified.
References
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