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ENDOMYOCARDIAL BIOPSY

Purpose
To provide a procedure for the gross examination of an endomyocardial biopsy specimen.
Principle
To submit all identifiable portions of tissue so that a diagnosis can be made microscopically by a Pathologist. 
_____________________________________________________
Equipment
The following equipment is needed for this procedure:

· Ruler
· Forceps
· Blue biopsy sponges
Safety





· PPE should be worn.
· FORMALIN is a known carcinogen. 

Supplies and
The following supplies and reagents are needed for this

Reagents
procedure:

· 10% NEUTRAL BUFFERED FORMALIN (pH range 6.9 – 7.2) - BBC Biochemical, Item # 0151 (5 Gallon Cube)
· HEMATOXYLIN I, Richard-Allan Scientific, Reorder Number 7221.
Quality control

· All tissue should be submitted.
Limitations/

The following may influence the validity of test results:

Notes
· The specimen should be fixed in formalin.

_________________






 
Procedure
Follow the steps listed below:
1. The specimen will arrive in a jar of formalin.

2. Using forceps, carefully remove all portions of tissue from the container.

3. Dictate the number of pieces, the size (greatest dimension – cm.), the shape, the color, and the consistency of the tissue.

4. All tissue should be submitted by placing the pieces between blue sponges.

5. The specimen should be inked with hematoxylin.

6. If the specimen is received for an initial diagnosis, step sections (X3) should be dictated under the special procedures section of the pathology report and the slides should be ordered. 
7. If the specimen is for rejection surveillance, status post transplant, step sections (X10) should be dictated under the special procedures section of the pathology report.  Ten levels should be cut by histology.  Levels 1, 4, 7, 9, & 10 should be stained with hemotoxylin and eosin.  Levels 2, 3, 5, 6, & 8 should be left unstained.
8. The cassette should be loaded on the next available processor.
References
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