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Purpose
To provide a procedure for the gross dissection of a specimen comprised of joint tissue from a patient with a history of gout.
Principle
To demonstrate the pathologic process so that a diagnosis can be made microscopically by a Pathologist.
_____________________________________________________
Equipment
The following equipment is needed for this procedure:

· Ruler
· Forceps
· Scalpel
· Glass slide
Safety





· PPE should be worn.
Supplies and
The following supplies and reagents are needed for this

Reagents
procedure:

· ALCOHOL, REAGENT, 100% ANHYDROUS – Dynamic Diagnostics Incorporated (DDI), Item # 9510 (1 Gallon Bottle).
Quality control

· All remaining tissue should be retained in 100% alcohol.
Limitations/

The following may influence the validity of test results:

Notes
· In order to microscopically evaluate the specimen for crystals associated with gout, the specimen should be sent fresh, fixed, and stored in 100% alcohol.
· If the specimen is received in formalin (or anything with an aqueous component), it cannot be evaluated for crystals.
· A touch prep should be performed on the fresh tissue and coverslipped unstained.
Procedure
Follow the steps listed below:
1. The specimen should be received fresh so that any crystals that are present can be evaluated.

2. Measure (3 dimensions – cm.) the specimen.

3. Describe the shape, color, and consistency.

4. Perform a touch prep of the fresh tissue and coverslip it unstained. Give slide to histology to be labeled and distributed.  

5. Submit two representative sections of the specimen for normal processing.
6. The remainder of the specimen should be stored in 100% alcohol in case more sections need to be submitted later.
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