[image: image1.wmf]
East Laboratory 








Effective Date:  September 19, 2007








Supersedes: None

Related Documents: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

HUMERAL HEAD – NON-TUMOR 

                                                                                                RA.SP.PR.GR.BN.06.R00

HUMERAL HEAD – NON-TUMOR

Purpose
To provide a procedure for the gross dissection of a humeral head for a non-tumor condition.

Principle
To demonstrate the pathologic process so that a diagnosis can be made microscopically by a Pathologist.

_____________________________________________________

Equipment
The following equipment is needed for this procedure:

· Ruler

· Forceps

· Scalpel 

· Scissors

· Large Knife

· Stryker Saw or Table Saw

Safety





· PPE should be worn.

· 10% FORMALIN is a known carcinogen. 

· DECALCIFICATION SOLUTION is a strong acid.

Supplies and
The following supplies and reagents are needed for this

Reagents
procedure:

· 10% NEUTRAL BUFFERED FORMALIN (pH range 6.9 – 7.2) - BBC Biochemical, Item # 0151 (5 Gallon Cube)

· FIXATION DECALCIFYING SOLUTION - Richard Allen Scientific, Catalog Number 8340

Quality control


· All remaining tissue should be retained.

Limitations/

The following may influence the validity of test results:

Notes

· Bone sections should be fixed in formalin before being decalcified.

· Prolonged decalcification will affect the histologic detail and the preservation of some nuclear antigens.

Procedure
Follow the steps listed below:

1. Before grossing, the specimen should be fixed well in formalin.

2. Measure the humeral head (3 dimensions – cm.).

3. Describe and measure any attached soft tissue (3 dimensions – cm.).

4. Describe the articular cartilage (texture).  Describe any areas where the cartilage is not intact.

5. Using the Stryker Saw or a Table Saw, serially section the humeral head.

6. Describe and measure the thickness of the articular cartilage (cm.).

7. Describe the cancellous bone and any abnormalities that are present.

8. If soft tissue is attached to the humeral head, submit a section.

9. Submit 2-3 sections of the most eburnated area of the articular cartilage after decalcification.

10. If another pathologic process is identified, provide 2-3 representative sections after decalcification.

11. Dictate which cassettes are decalcified under the special procedures section of the pathology report. 
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