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Purpose
To provide a procedure for the gross examination of an aneurysm specimen with aneurysmal contents.

Principle
To demonstrate the pathologic process so that a diagnosis can be made microscopically by a Pathologist.

_____________________________________________________

Equipment
The following equipment is needed for this procedure:

· Ruler

· Forceps

· Scalpel

Safety





· PPE should be worn.

· FORMALIN is a known carcinogen. 

· DECALCIFICATION SOLUTION is a strong acid.

Supplies and
The following supplies and reagents are needed for this

Reagents
procedure:

· 10% NEUTRAL BUFFERED FORMALIN (pH range 6.9 – 7.2) - BBC Biochemical, Item # 0151 (5 Gallon Cube)

· FIXATION DECALCIFYING SOLUTION - Richard Allen Scientific, Catalog Number 8340

Quality control


· All remaining tissue should be retained.

Limitations/

The following may influence the validity of test results:

Notes

· The specimen should be fixed in formalin.


_________________






 

Procedure
Follow the steps listed below:

1. The specimen will arrive in a jar of formalin.

2. The specimen should be measured as an aggregate (3 dimensions – cm.).

3. All types of pieces within the aggregate should be thoroughly described (shape, color, and consistency).

4. An effort should be made to identify pieces of tissue that are consistent with vessel wall.

5. Any identifiable areas of calcification on the pieces of vessel wall should be described.

6. Representative sections of any grossly identifiable pieces of  vessel wall should be submitted in 1-2 cassettes.  If the pieces are calcified, submit them for decalcification.

7. A representative section of the clotted material from the aggregate should be submitted in 1 cassette. 

8. The cassettes should be loaded on the next available tissue processor.

9. If decalcification is needed, the cassettes being decalcified will be submitted later. Dictate which cassettes are decalcified under the special procedures section of the pathology report. 

References
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