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Purpose
To provide a procedure for the gross examination of a lymph node that is submitted for the sentinel lymph node protocol.

Principle
To submit all tissue for histologic processing so that a diagnosis can be made microscopically by a Pathologist. 

_____________________________________________________

Equipment
The following equipment is needed for this procedure:

· Ruler

· Forceps

· Scalpel

· Scissors

Safety





· PPE should be worn.

· FORMALIN is a known carcinogen. 

Supplies and
The following supplies and reagents are needed for this

Reagents
procedure:

· 10% NEUTRAL BUFFERED FORMALIN (pH range 6.9 – 7.2) - BBC Biochemical, Item # 0151 (5 Gallon Cube)

Quality control


· All tissue should be submitted.

Limitations/

The following may influence the validity of test results:

Notes

· The specimen should be fixed in formalin.


_________________






 

Procedure
Follow the steps listed below:

1. Before receipt in the surgical pathology laboratory, the specimen will have been sent fresh to the Cytopathologist on duty for an intraoperative cytologic diagnosis.  The specimen will have been accessioned in cytology and a report will have been generated that lists the size of the lymph node or nodes and the diagnosis.

2. The cytopathology report should be reviewed before the specimen is further processed by surgical pathology.

3. The tissue that was analyzed by cytology will consist of a lymph node or nodes that have been placed in one or more tissue cassettes.   

4. Describe the lymph node or nodes, using the measurement from the cytology report.

5. Make sure the lymph nodes are sectioned at 2 mm intervals and include in dictation. If they are not, section them further. 

6. Measure (3 dimensions – cm.) and describe any other tissue that is present within the container.

7. Any other lymph node tissue should be submitted in separate cassettes.

8. Include a detailed cassette summary.

References
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Livingstone, 2001.
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