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LYMPH NODES – REGIONAL DISSECTION

Purpose
To provide a procedure for the gross examination of a regional dissection of lymph nodes.
Principle
To submit all identifiable lymph nodes for histologic processing so that a diagnosis can be made microscopically by a Pathologist. 
_____________________________________________________
Equipment
The following equipment is needed for this procedure:

· Ruler
· Forceps
· Scalpel
· Scissors
Safety





· PPE should be worn.
· FORMALIN is a known carcinogen. 

Supplies and
The following supplies and reagents are needed for this

Reagents
procedure:

· 10% NEUTRAL BUFFERED FORMALIN (pH range 6.9 – 7.2) - BBC Biochemical, Item # 0151 (5 Gallon Cube)
Quality control

· All remaining tissue should be retained.
Limitations/

The following may influence the validity of test results:

Notes
· The specimen should be fixed in formalin.

_________________






 
Procedure
Follow the steps listed below:
1. Measure the specimen which will consist of a portion of adipose tissue that contains a region of lymph nodes (3 dimensions – cm.).
1. The specimen may be oriented by the surgeon.  If oriented, discuss how the specimen is oriented.

2. If orientation is given, the specimen must be dissected according to the orientation (from one end to the other).  Another option is to divide the specimen into halves or groups.

3. All lymph nodes should be thoroughly dissected from the adipose tissue.  Lymph nodes greater than 0.5 cm should be bisected, trisected, or serially sectioned accordingly.

4. All identifiable lymph nodes should be submitted entirely.  Lymph nodes that are bisected, trisected, or serially sectioned should be submitted each in separate cassettes to maintain an accurate lymph node count.  
5. The lymph node submission should be carefully described in the cassette summary.  
6. If a lymph node is large and grossly positive, a representative section of that node can be submitted.  The remainder of the lymph node should be wrapped and labeled for storage so that it can be easily found if more sections are needed.
7. If few or no lymph nodes are identified, all adipose tissue that is present should be submitted.

References
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