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Purpose
To provide a procedure for the gross examination of a skin specimen submitted from a dermatologist for direct immunoflourescence.
Principle
To dictate a gross description of the specimen and submit the specimen entirely for direct immunofluorescence studies. The results will be diagnosed by a Pathologist.
_____________________________________________________
Equipment
The following equipment is needed for this procedure:

· Ruler
· Forceps
Safety





· PPE should be worn.
· TISSUE FIXATIVES should be used with standard precautions.
Supplies and
The following supplies and reagents are needed for this

Reagents
procedure:

· TISSUE FIXATIVE – provided by submitting dermatologist
· SALINE – provided by submitting dermatopathologist
· FA BUFFER – provided by Immuno Lab

· MICHEL’S FIXATIVE – provided by Immuno Lab

· SMALL CLEAR PLASTIC JARS – ordered by Surgical Pathology
Quality control

· All tissue should be submitted for direct immunoflourescence.
Limitations/

The following may influence the validity of test results:

Notes
· The specimen should not be fixed in formalin.
· If the dermatologist submitting the specimen does not have tissue fixative, the specimen should be submitted fresh or in saline.
· If the specimen arrives at the lab in saline or fresh, the specimen should be transferred to FA buffer.
· If the specimen arrives late on a Friday, on Saturday, or before a Holiday, it should be placed into Michel’s fixative for longer storage.

_________________






 
Procedure
Follow the steps listed below:
1. The specimen will arrive in tissue fixative, saline, or in the fresh state.
2. Using forceps, carefully remove the portion of skin from the container.
3. Dictate the size (three dimensions – cm.), the shape, the color, and the consistency of the skin.
4. Describe any identifiable abnormalities on the skin surface (ex: scars).  For each abnormality, indicate the size (2 dimensions – cm.), shape, color, and distance to the nearest skin edge.  If the abnormality is raised, measure the distance that it extends above the skin surface (cm.).
5. If the specimen arrived in tissue fixative, place it back in the tissue fixative.  If the specimen was previously in saline or in the fresh state, transfer it to FA buffer.

6. If the specimen arrives late on Friday, on Saturday, or before a Holiday, it should be transferred into Michel’s fixative.

7. Dictate in the gross dictation that the specimen is for gross examination only, that no sections are taken, and that the specimen is submitted entirely for direct immunofluorescence.

8. Return the specimen to one of the surgical pathology assistants who will call for the Immuno lab to pick it up.
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