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I. Purpose

To provide a procedure for the dissection of an appendix for a pathologic process
II. Principle
To take histologic sections to demonstrate the pathologic process so that a diagnosis can be made microscopically by a Pathologist.  A perforation site, if present, must be identified.

III. Equipment
A. Ruler
B. Forceps
C. Scalpel
D. Scissors
IV. Special Safety Precautions
A. PPE should be worn.
B. 10% FORMALIN is a known carcinogen.
V. Supplies and Reagents
10% NEUTRAL BUFFERED FORMALIN (pH range 6.9-7.2)
VI. Quality Control
All remaining tissue should be retained.
VII. Limitations/Notes
The following may influence the validity of test results: 

The specimen should be fixed in formalin
VIII. Procedure
A. Measure the appendix and the attached mesoappendix.
B. Describe the serosa. Note any perforation site or adherent exudate or the absence of.
C. Serially section the appendix perpendicular to its long axis and bisect the distal tip.
D. Describe the lumen and contents including any identifiable fecaliths.
E. If a perforation site is identified, describe its location and relationship to the surgical margin.
F. Measure the wall thickness.
G. Describe the mesoappendix.
H. If the appendix is grossly unremarkable, submit the entire appendix from proximal to distal; however, if the operation is an interval appendectomy, sections of the bisected distal tip, black-inked margin, and mid are sufficient.
I. If a perforation site is identified, submit sections from the perforated area, bisected distal tip, and black-inked margin.
J. If a perforation site is not identified and the entire appendix and mesoappendix are covered with an exudate, submit representative sections from the proximal, middle, and distal thirds along with the bisected distal tip and black-inked margin.
K. If a tumor is identified, describe its location, size, shape, color, consistency, and relationship to the surgical margin.

L. If a cystic area filled with mucoid material is identified at the tip, describe its size, shape, and wall thickness.

M. If a tumor or a cystic area is identified, submit the entire appendix.
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