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SPLENECTOMY – TRAUMA  
                                                                                                
    RA.SP.PR.GR.SP.02.R00
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Purpose
To provide a procedure for the gross examination of a splenectomy specimen for trauma.
Principle
To take histologic sections to demonstrate the pathologic process so that a diagnosis can be made microscopically by a Pathologist.
_____________________________________________________
Equipment
The following equipment is needed for this procedure:

· Ruler
· Forceps
· Scalpel
· Scissors

· Large Knife
Safety





· PPE should be worn.
· FORMALIN is a known carcinogen. 

Supplies and
The following supplies and reagents are needed for this

Reagents
procedure:

· 10% NEUTRAL BUFFERED FORMALIN (pH range 6.9 – 7.2) - BBC Biochemical, Item # 0151 (5 Gallon Cube)
Quality control

· All remaining tissue should be retained.
Limitations/

The following may influence the validity of test results:

Notes
· The specimen should be fixed in formalin.

_________________






 
Procedure
Follow the steps listed below:
1. The specimen will arrive fresh or in formalin.
2. Weigh and measure the specimen.

3. Inspect the capsule and describe.  Look for the presence of trauma (rupture site(s) and/or lacerations).
4. Examine the hilar vessels and any adipose tissue that is attached to the hilum.

5. Identify any lymph nodes that are present at the hilum.  Bisect, trisect, and serially section any lymph nodes that are larger than 0.5 cm.
6. Serially section the spleen.

7. Examine the parenchyma and describe.  Look for intraparenchymal hemorrhage.
8. Submit representative sections (3-4) of areas indicative of trauma.

9. If present, submit a section of the uninvolved parenchyma.

10. Make sure that all sections are thin as spleen does not process well.

11. Submit all hilar lymph nodes.

12. If evidence of trauma is identified in the hilar vessels, submit a section of the affected area.
13. The cassettes should be loaded on the appropriate end of day tissue processor.

References
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Lester, SC:  Manual of Surgical Pathology, New York, NY, Churchill

Livingstone, 2001.
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