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Purpose
To provide a procedure for the gross examination of a liver core biopsy specimen
(including cores received for mass and medical liver biopsies).

Principle
To submit all tissue cores so that a diagnosis can be made microscopically by a
pathologist.

Equipment
1. Ruler

2. Forceps
3. Lens paper

Special Safety Precautions
1. PPE should be worn.
2. FORMALIN is a known carcinogen.

Supplies and Reagents
1. 10% NEUTRAL BUFFERED FORMALIN (pH range 6.9-7.2)
2. Hematoxylin

Quality Control
All tissue should be submitted.

Limitations/Notes

The following may influence the validity of test results:
1. The specimen should be fixed in formalin.
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VIII. Procedure
1. The specimen will arrive in a jar of formalin.
2. Using forceps, carefully remove all cores from the container.
3. Dictate the number, the size range (smallest length to largest length in cm.}, the color,
and the consistency of the cores.
4. Submit all cores by wrapping them in lens paper (preferred) or filtering in biopsy
bags.

Ink all cores with hematoxylin.

If a mass is suspected, divide the largest cores into a maximum of 5 blocks. Add any

extra cores to the existing 5 blocks, evenly. Serial sections X4 should be ordered on

all 5 blocks (sections 1 and 4 should be stained with H&E while sections 2 and 3

should be left unstained on plus slides for possible immuno studies).

7. For all other liver biopsies (i.e. medical liver biopsies) not suspicious for mass,
submit entirely with no more than two cores per block. Evenly distribute the cores,
making sure the largest core is in the first block. A masson trichrome and PAS with
Digestion should be ordered on the first block and an H&E on any additional blocks.
Please note: the masson trichrome and PAS-D should be ordered on only one block
per case, not per part.

8. The cassette or cassettes should be loaded on the appropriate processor as to allow at
least 6 hours of fixation.

o
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